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Week Ending Friday, April 19, 2002

Executive Order 13262—
Amendments to the Manual for
Courts-Martial, United States

April 11, 2002

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including chapter
47 of title 10, United States Code (Uniform
Code of Military Justice, 10 U.S.C. 801–946),
and in order to prescribe amendments to the
Manual for Courts-Martial, United States,
prescribed by Executive Order 12473, as
amended, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Thirty days after the date of
this Executive Order, the provisions of Fed-
eral Rule of Evidence 415, adopted Sep-
tember 13, 1994, will no longer be applicable
to the Military Rules of Evidence. This evi-
dentiary rule became applicable to courts-
martial on January 6, 1996, pursuant to Mili-
tary Rule of Evidence 1102.

Sec. 2. The last subparagraph of paragraph
4, of Part I, of the Manual for Courts-Martial,
United States, is amended as follows:

‘‘The Manual shall be identified as ‘‘Man-
ual for Courts-Martial, United States (2002
edition).’’ Any amendments to the Manual
made by Executive Order shall be identified
as ‘‘2002’’ Amendments to the Manual for
Courts-Martial, United States’’; ‘‘2002’’ being
the year the Executive Order was signed. If
two or more Executive Orders amending the
Manual are signed during the same year,
then the second and any subsequent Execu-
tive Orders will be identified by placing a
small case letter of the alphabet after the last
digit of the year beginning with ‘‘a’’ for the
second Executive Order and continuing in
alphabetic order for subsequent Executive
Orders.’’.

Sec. 3. Part II of the Manual for Courts-
Martial, United States, is amended as follows:

a. R.C.M. 201(f)(2)(B) is amended to read
as follows:

‘‘(i) Upon a finding of guilty, special
courts-martial may adjudge, under limita-
tions prescribed by this Manual, any punish-
ment authorized under R.C.M. 1003 except
death, dishonorable discharge, dismissal,
confinement for more than 1 year, hard labor
without confinement for more than 3
months, forfeiture of pay exceeding two-
thirds pay per month, or any forfeiture of
pay for more than 1 year.

‘‘(ii) A bad-conduct discharge, confine-
ment for more than six months, or forfeiture
of pay for more than six months, may not
be adjudged by a special court-martial unless:

‘‘(a) Counsel qualified under Article 27(b)
is detailed to represent the accused; and

‘‘(b) A military judge is detailed to the trial,
except in a case in which a military judge
could not be detailed because of physical
conditions or military exigencies. Physical
conditions or military exigencies, as the terms
are here used, may exist under rare cir-
cumstances, such as on an isolated ship on
the high seas or in a unit in an inaccessible
area, provided compelling reasons exist why
the trial must be held at that time and at
that place. Mere inconvenience does not con-
stitute a physical condition or military exi-
gency and does not excuse a failure to detail
a military judge. If a military judge cannot
be detailed because of physical conditions or
military exigencies, a bad-conduct discharge,
confinement for more than six months, or
forfeiture of pay for more than six months,
may be adjudged provided the other condi-
tions have been met. In that event, however,
the convening authority shall, prior to trial,
make a written statement explaining why a
military judge could not be obtained. This
statement shall be appended to the record
of trial and shall set forth in detail the reasons
why a military judge could not be detailed,
and why the trial had to be held at that time
and place.’’

b. R.C.M. 701(b)(4) is amended to read
as follows:
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620 Apr. 12 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

‘‘(4) Reports of examination and tests. If
the defense requests disclosure under sub-
section (a)(2)(B) of this rule, upon compli-
ance with such request by the Government,
the defense, on request of trial counsel, shall
(except as provided in R.C.M. 706, Mil. R.
Evid. 302, and Mil. R. Evid. 513) permit the
trial counsel to inspect any results or reports
of physical or mental examinations and of sci-
entific tests or experiments made in connec-
tion with the particular case, or copies there-
of, that are within the possession, custody,
or control of the defense that the defense
intends to introduce as evidence in the de-
fense case-in-chief at trial or that were pre-
pared by a witness whom the defense intends
to call at trial when the results or reports
relate to that witness’ testimony.’’

c. R.C.M. 806 is amended by adding at
the end the following new subsection (d):

‘‘(d) Protective orders. The military judge
may, upon request of any party or sua sponte,
issue an appropriate protective order, in writ-
ing, to prevent parties and witnesses from
making extrajudicial statements that present
a substantial likelihood of material prejudice
to a fair trial by impartial members. For pur-
poses of this subsection, ‘‘military judge’’
does not include the president of a special
court-martial without a military judge.’’.

d. R.C.M. 1001(b)(3)(A) is amended to
read as follows:

‘‘(A) In general. The trial counsel may in-
troduce evidence of military or civilian con-
victions of the accused. For purposes of this
rule, there is a ‘‘conviction’’ in a court-martial
case when a sentence has been adjudged. In
a civilian case, a ‘‘conviction’’ includes any
disposition following an initial judicial deter-
mination or assumption of guilt, such as
when guilt has been established by guilty
plea, trial, or plea of nolo contendere, regard-
less of the subsequent disposition, sentencing
procedure, or final judgment. However, a
‘‘civilian conviction’’ does not include a diver-
sion from the judicial process without a find-
ing or admission of guilt; expunged convic-
tions; juvenile adjudications; minor traffic
violations; foreign convictions; tribal court
convictions; or convictions reversed, vacated,
invalidated or pardoned because of errors of
law or because of subsequently discovered
evidence exonerating the accused.’’.

e. R.C.M. 1003(b)(3) is amended to read
as follows:

‘‘(3) Fine. Any court-martial may adjudge
a fine in lieu of or in addition to forfeitures.
Special and summary courts-martial may not
adjudge any fine or combination of fine and
forfeitures in excess of the total amount of
forfeitures that may be adjudged in that case.
In order to enforce collection, a fine may be
accompanied by a provision in the sentence
that, in the event the fine is not paid, the
person fined shall, in addition to any period
of confinement adjudged, be further con-
fined until a fixed period considered an
equivalent punishment to the fine has ex-
pired. The total period of confinement so ad-
judged shall not exceed the jurisdictional lim-
itations of the court-martial;’’

f. R.C.M. 1003(b)(7) is amended to read
as follows:

‘‘(7) Confinement. The place of confine-
ment shall not be designated by the court-
martial. When confinement for life is author-
ized, it may be with or without eligibility for
parole. A court-martial shall not adjudge a
sentence to solitary confinement or to con-
finement without hard labor;’’.

g. R.C.M. 1004(e) is amended to read as
follows:

‘‘(e) Other penalties. Except for a violation
of Article 106, when death is an authorized
punishment for an offense, all other punish-
ments authorized under R.C.M. 1003 are
also authorized for that offense, including
confinement for life, with or without eligi-
bility for parole, and may be adjudged in lieu
of the death penalty, subject to limitations
specifically prescribed in this Manual. A sen-
tence of death includes a dishonorable dis-
charge or dismissal as appropriate. Confine-
ment is a necessary incident of a sentence
of death, but not a part of it.’’

h. R.C.M. 1006(d)(4)(B) is amended to
read as follows:

‘‘(B) Confinement for life, with or without
eligibility for parole, or more than 10 years.
A sentence that includes confinement for
life, with or without eligibility for parole, or
more than 10 years may be adjudged only
if at least three-fourths of the members
present vote for that sentence.’’

i. R.C.M. 1009(e)(3)(B)(ii) is amended to
read as follows:
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621Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Apr. 12

‘‘(ii) In the case of a sentence which in-
cludes confinement for life, with or without
eligibility for parole, or more than 10 years,
more than one-fourth of the members vote
to reconsider; or’’.

j. R.C.M. 1103(b)(2)(B)(i) is amended to
read as follows:

‘‘(i) Any part of the sentence adjudged ex-
ceeds six months confinement, forfeiture of
pay greater than two-thirds pay per month,
or any forfeiture of pay for more than six
months or other punishments that may be
adjudged by a special court-martial; or’’.

k. R.C.M. 1103(c) is amended to read as
follows:

‘‘(c) Special courts-martial.
‘‘(1) Involving a bad-conduct discharge,

confinement for more than six months, or
forfeiture of pay for more than six months.
The requirements of subsections (b)(1),
(b)(2)(A), (b)(2)(B), (b)(2)(D), and (b)(3) of
this rule shall apply in a special court-martial
in which a bad-conduct discharge, confine-
ment for more than six months, or forfeiture
of pay for more than six months, has been
adjudged.

‘‘(2) All other special courts-martial. If the
special court-martial resulted in findings of
guilty but a bad-conduct discharge, confine-
ment for more than six months, or forfeiture
of pay for more than six months, was not ad-
judged, the requirements of subsections
(b)(1), (b)(2)(D), and (b)(3)(A)–(F) and (I)–
(M) of this rule shall apply.’’.

l. R.C.M. 1103(f)(1) is amended to read
as follows:

‘‘(1) Approve only so much of the sentence
that could be adjudged by a special court-
martial, except that a bad-conduct discharge,
confinement for more than six months, or
forfeiture of two-thirds pay per month for
more than six months, may not be approved;
or’’.

m. R.C.M. 1104(a)(2)(A) is amended to
read as follows:

‘‘(A) Authentication by the military judge.
In special courts-martial in which a bad-con-
duct discharge, confinement for more than
six months, or forfeiture of pay for more than
six months, has been adjudged and in general
courts-martial, except as provided in sub-
section (a)(2)(B) of this rule, the military
judge present at the end of the proceedings

shall authenticate the record of trial, or that
portion over which the military judge pre-
sided. If more than one military judge pre-
sided over the proceedings, each military
judge shall authenticate the record of the
proceedings over which that military judge
presided, except as provided in subsection
(a)(2)(B) of this rule. The record of trial of
special courts-martial in which a bad-conduct
discharge, confinement for more than six
months, or forfeiture of pay for more than
six months, was not adjudged shall be au-
thenticated in accordance with regulations of
the Secretary concerned.’’

n. R.C.M. 1104(e) is amended to read as
follows:

‘‘(e) Forwarding. After every court-martial,
including a rehearing and new and other
trials, the authenticated record shall be for-
warded to the convening authority for initial
review and action, provided that in case of
a special court-martial in which a bad-con-
duct discharge or confinement for one year
was adjudged or a general court-martial, the
convening authority shall refer the record to
the staff judge advocate or legal officer for
recommendation under R.C.M. 1106 before
the convening authority takes action.’’.

o. R.C.M. 1106(a) is amended to read as
follows:

‘‘(a) In general. Before the convening au-
thority takes action under R.C.M. 1107 on
a record of trial by general court-martial or
a record of trial by special court-martial that
includes a sentence to a bad-conduct dis-
charge or confinement for one year, that con-
vening authority’s staff judge advocate or
legal officer shall, except as provided in sub-
section (c) of this rule, forward to the con-
vening authority a recommendation under
this rule.’’.

p. R.C.M. 1107(d)(4) is amended to read
as follows:

‘‘(4) Limitations on sentence based on
record of trial. If the record of trial does not
meet the requirements of R.C.M.
1103(b)(2)(B) or (c)(1), the convening au-
thority may not approve a sentence in excess
of that which may be adjudged by a special
court-martial, or one that includes a bad-con-
duct discharge, confinement for more than
six months, forfeiture of pay exceeding two-
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622 Apr. 12 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

thirds pay per month, or any forfeiture of
pay for more than six months.’’.

q. R.C.M. 1107(d) is amended by adding
at the end the following new paragraph:

‘‘(5) Limitations on sentence of a special
court-martial where a fine has been ad-
judged. A convening authority may not ap-
prove in its entirety a sentence adjudged at
a special court-martial when, if approved, the
cumulative impact of the fine and forfeitures,
whether adjudged or by operation of Article
58b, would exceed the jurisdictional max-
imum dollar amount of forfeitures that may
be adjudged at that court-martial.’’.

r. R.C.M. 1109(e) and (e)(1) are amended
to read as follows:

‘‘(e) Vacation of a suspended special court-
martial sentence wherein a bad-conduct dis-
charge or confinement for one year was not
adjudged.

‘‘(1) In general. Before vacating the sus-
pension of a special court-martial punish-
ment that does not include a bad-conduct
discharge or confinement for one year, the
special court-martial convening authority for
the command in which the probationer is
serving or assigned shall cause a hearing to
be held on the alleged violation(s) of the con-
ditions of suspension.’’.

s. R.C.M. 1109(f) and (f)(1) are amended
to read as follows:

‘‘(f) Vacation of a suspended special court-
martial sentence that includes a bad-conduct
discharge or confinement for one year.

‘‘(1) The procedure for the vacation of a
suspended approved bad-conduct discharge
or of any suspended portion of an approved
sentence to confinement for one year, shall
follow that set forth in subsection (d) of this
rule.’’.

t. R.C.M. 1110(a) is amended to read as
follows:

‘‘(a) In general. After any general court-
martial, except one in which the approved
sentence includes death, and after any spe-
cial court-martial in which the approved sen-
tence includes a bad-conduct discharge or
confinement for one year, the accused may
waive or withdraw appellate review.’’.

u. R.C.M. 1111(b) is amended to read as
follows:

‘‘(1) Cases including an approved bad-con-
duct discharge or confinement for one year.

If the approved sentence of a special court-
martial includes a bad-conduct discharge or
confinement for one year, the record shall
be disposed of as provided in subsection (a)
of this rule.

‘‘(2) Other cases. The record of trial by
a special court-martial in which the approved
sentence does not include a bad-conduct dis-
charge or confinement for one year shall be
forwarded directly to a judge advocate for
review under R.C.M. 1112. Four copies of
the order promulgating the result of trial
shall be forwarded with the record of trial,
unless otherwise prescribed by regulations of
the Secretary concerned.’’.

v. R.C.M. 1112(a)(2) is amended to read
as follows:

‘‘(2) Each special court-martial in which
the accused has waived or withdrawn appel-
late review under R.C.M. 1110 or in which
the approved sentence does not include a
bad-conduct discharge or confinement for
one year; and’’.

w. R.C.M 1305(d)(2) is amended to read
as follows:

‘‘(2) Forwarding to the convening author-
ity. The original and one copy of the record
of trial shall be forwarded to the convening
authority after compliance with subsection
(d)(1) of this rule.’’.

Sec. 4. Part III of the Manual for Courts-
Martial, United States, is amended in Mil.
R. Evid. 615 by striking the period at the
end of the rule and adding ‘‘, or (4) a person
authorized by statute to be present at courts-
martial, or (5) any victim of an offense from
the trial of an accused for that offense be-
cause such victim may testify or present any
information in relation to the sentence or
that offense during the presentencing pro-
ceedings.’’.

Sec. 5. Part IV of the Manual for Courts-
Martial, United States, is amended as follows:

a. All ‘‘Sample specification(s)’’ subpara-
graphs in the Punitive Articles (Part IV,
M.C.M.) are amended by striking
‘‘lllllll 19ll’’ and inserting
‘‘lllllll 20ll.’’.

b. Paragraph 27e(1)(a) is amended to read
as follows:

‘‘(a) of a value of $500.00 or less. Bad-con-
duct discharge, forfeiture of all pay and al-
lowances, and confinement for 6 months.’’.
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623Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Apr. 12

c. Paragraph 27e(1)(b) is amended to read
as follows:

‘‘(b) of a value of more than $500.00 or
any firearm or explosive. Dishonorable dis-
charge, forfeiture of all pay and allowances,
and confinement for 5 years.’’.

d. Paragraph 27f(3) is amended to read as
follows:

‘‘(3) Dealing in captured or abandoned
property. In that lllll (personal juris-
diction data), did, (at/on board - location),
on or about lllll 20 lllll,
(buy) (sell) (trade) (deal in) (dispose of)
(lllllll) certain (captured) (aban-
doned) property, to wit: lllll, (a fire-
arm) (an explosive), of a value of (about)
$lllll, thereby (receiving) (expect-
ing) a (profit) (benefit) (advantage) to (him-
self/herself) (lllll, his/her accom-
plice) (lllll, his/her brother)
(lllllll).’’.

e. Strike paragraph 31c(6).
f. Paragraph 43e(1), is amended to read

as follows:
‘‘(1) Article 118(1) or (4)—death. Manda-

tory minimum—imprisonment for life with
eligibility for parole.’’.

g. Paragraph 45e(3) is amended to read
as follows:

‘‘(3) Carnal knowledge with a child under
the age of 12 years at the time of the offense.
Dishonorable discharge, forfeiture of all pay
and allowances, and confinement for life
without eligibility for parole.’’.

h. Paragraph 46c(1)(h) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new clause:

‘‘(vi) Credit, Debit, and Electronic Trans-
actions. Wrongfully engaging in a credit,
debit, or electronic transaction to obtain
goods or money is an obtaining-type larceny
by false pretense. Such use to obtain goods
is usually a larceny of those goods from the
merchant offering them. Such use to obtain
money or a negotiable instrument (e.g., with-
drawing cash from an automated teller or a
cash advance from a bank) is usually a larceny
of money from the entity presenting the
money or a negotiable instrument. For the
purpose of this section, the term ‘credit,
debit, or electronic transaction’ includes the
use of an instrument or device, whether
known as a credit card, debit card, automated
teller machine (ATM) card or by any other

name, including access devices such as code,
account number, electronic serial number or
personal identification number, issued for
the use in obtaining money, goods, or any-
thing else of value.’’.

i. Paragraph 51e(1) is amended to read as
follows:

‘‘(1) By force and without consent. Dishon-
orable discharge, forfeiture of all pay and al-
lowances, and confinement for life without
eligibility for parole.’’.

j. Paragraph 51e(3) is amended to read as
follows:

‘‘(3) With a child under the age of 12 years
at the time of the offense. Dishonorable dis-
charge, forfeiture of all pay and allowances,
and confinement for life without eligibility
for parole.’’

k. Paragraph 62c is amended to read as
follows:

‘‘c. Explanation.
‘‘(1) Nature of offense. Adultery is clearly

unacceptable conduct, and it reflects ad-
versely on the service record of the military
member.

‘‘(2) Conduct prejudicial to good order and
discipline or of a nature to bring discredit
upon the armed forces. To constitute an of-
fense under the UCMJ, the adulterous con-
duct must either be directly prejudicial to
good order and discipline or service discred-
iting. Adulterous conduct that is directly
prejudicial includes conduct that has an obvi-
ous, and measurably divisive effect on unit
or organization discipline, morale, or cohe-
sion, or is clearly detrimental to the authority
or stature of or respect toward a
servicemember. Adultery may also be service
discrediting, even though the conduct is only
indirectly or remotely prejudicial to good
order and discipline. Discredit means to in-
jure the reputation of the armed forces and
includes adulterous conduct that has a tend-
ency, because of its open or notorious nature,
to bring the service into disrepute, make it
subject to public ridicule, or lower it in public
esteem. While adulterous conduct that is pri-
vate and discreet in nature may not be serv-
ice discrediting by this standard, under the
circumstances, it may be determined to be
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624 Apr. 12 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

conduct prejudicial to good order and dis-
cipline. Commanders should consider all rel-
evant circumstances, including but not lim-
ited to the following factors, when deter-
mining whether adulterous acts are preju-
dicial to good order and discipline or are of
a nature to bring discredit upon the armed
forces:

‘‘(a) The accused’s marital status, military
rank, grade, or position;

‘‘(b) The co-actor’s marital status, military
rank, grade, and position, or relationship to
the armed forces;

‘‘(c) The military status of the accused’s
spouse or the spouse of co-actor, or their re-
lationship to the armed forces;

‘‘(d) The impact, if any, of the adulterous
relationship on the ability of the accused, the
co-actor, or the spouse of either to perform
their duties in support of the armed forces;

‘‘(e) The misuse, if any, of government
time and resources to facilitate the commis-
sion of the conduct;

‘‘(f) Whether the conduct persisted despite
counseling or orders to desist; the flagrancy
of the conduct, such as whether any notoriety
ensued; and whether the adulterous act was
accompanied by other violations of the
UCMJ;

‘‘(g) The negative impact of the conduct
on the units or organizations of the accused,
the co-actor or the spouse of either of them,
such as a detrimental effect on unit or organi-
zation morale, teamwork, and efficiency;

‘‘(h) Whether the accused or co-actor was
legally separated; and

‘‘(i) Whether the adulterous misconduct
involves an ongoing or recent relationship or
is remote in time.

‘‘(3) Marriage. A marriage exists until it is
dissolved in accordance with the laws of a
competent state or foreign jurisdiction.

‘‘(4) Mistake of fact. A defense of mistake
of fact exists if the accused had an honest
and reasonable belief either that the accused
and the co-actor were both unmarried, or
that they were lawfully married to each other.
If this defense is raised by the evidence, then
the burden of proof is upon the United States
to establish that the accused’s belief was un-
reasonable or not honest.’’.

l. Paragraph 92e is amended to read as fol-
lows:

‘‘e. Maximum punishment. Dishonorable
discharge, forfeiture of all pay and allow-
ances, and confinement for life without eligi-
bility for parole.’’.

m. Paragraphs 32e, 33e, 46c(1)(g)(iii), 46e,
49e, 52e, 58e, 78e and 106e are amended
by striking ‘‘$100.00’’ each place it appears
and inserting ‘‘$500.00’’.

Sec. 6. These amendments shall take ef-
fect on May 15, 2002.

a. The amendments made to Rules for
Courts-Martial 806(d) and 1001(b)(3)(A)
shall only apply in cases in which arraignment
has been completed on or after May 15,
2002.

b. The amendments made to Rules for
Courts-Martial 1003(b)(7), 1004(e),
1006(d)(4)(B), and 1009(e)(3)(B)(ii) shall
only apply to offenses committed after No-
vember 18, 1997. In cases not involving these
amendments, the maximum punishment for
an offense committed prior to May 15, 2002,
shall not exceed the applicable maximum in
effect at the time of the commission of such
offense. Provided further, that for offenses
committed prior to May 15, 2002, for which
a sentence is adjudged on or after May 15,
2002, if the maximum punishment author-
ized in this Manual is less than that pre-
viously authorized, the lesser maximum au-
thorized punishment shall apply.

c. The amendment made to Military Rules
of Evidence 615 shall apply only in cases in
which arraignment has been completed on
or after May 15, 2002.

d. Nothing in these amendments shall be
construed to make punishable any act done
or omitted prior to May 15, 2002, that was
not punishable when done or omitted.

e. Nothing in these amendments shall be
construed to invalidate any nonjudicial pun-
ishment proceeding, restraint, investigation,
referral of charges, trial in which arraignment
occurred, or other action begun prior to May
15, 2002, and any such nonjudicial punish-
ment, restraint, investigation, referral of
charges, trial, or other action may proceed
in the same manner and with the same effect
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as if these amendments had not been pre-
scribed.

George W. Bush

The White House,
April 11, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 16, 2002]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on April 12, and it
was published with its attached annex in the Fed-
eral Register on April 17. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Proclamation 7540—Pan American
Day and Pan American Week, 2002
April 12, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Pan America comprises a set of regional

relationships that connects the nations of the
Western Hemisphere in an increasingly
interdependent network of commercial and
cultural communities. Every nation in Pan
America, with one notable exception, is com-
mitted to promoting freedom, democracy,
and the rule of law. Over the past year, the
Pan American nations have become increas-
ingly united in purpose, seeking to ensure
the preservation of the freedoms inherent in
democracy, to promote good governance, to
enhance economic development across the
hemisphere, to protect human rights, and to
combat terrorism, transnational crime, and
narcotics trafficking. Continued progress in
achieving these goals will greatly improve the
future of the Americas.

As a testament to the enduring spirit of
cooperation that binds us together as citizens
of North, Central, and South America, the
Pan American nations have built a common
front against the threat of terrorism. Meeting
in consultation on September 19, 2001, the
Organization of American States (OAS) Per-
manent Council invoked the Rio Treaty, de-
claring that the terrorist attacks of September
11, were attacks against all of the Americas.
Later that same month, the OAS Foreign

Ministers called for measures to strengthen
hemispheric cooperation and adopted bind-
ing commitments, demonstrating that this
hemisphere is prepared to guard the free-
doms that form the foundation of democracy.

This firm response to the terrorist acts fol-
lowed another milestone for the region,
namely, the adoption of the Inter-American
Democratic Charter. In approving this docu-
ment by acclamation, the nations of the
Western Hemisphere established democracy
as the birthright of every person in the Amer-
icas. The words of this charter affirm that
governments cannot be democracies in name
only, but must build upon the guiding prin-
ciples of our time and struggle to ensure the
preservation of essential civil liberties.

Pan America’s unprecedented spirit of co-
operation bodes well for the 2004 Summit
of the Americas, when we will have the op-
portunity to review our progress and renew
commitments to enhancing hemispheric rela-
tionships. Communication, trade, travel, and
advances in technology have all combined to
produce unprecedented levels of integration
and interdependence in the Western Hemi-
sphere. And our continued efforts toward a
Free Trade Area of the Americas exemplify
our commitment to building a legal frame-
work that opens the way to self-sustaining
and wide-ranging prosperity. The free ex-
change of ideas and goods brings a unique
vitality to our region, and serves as a catalyst
for continuing economic development at the
local and national levels.

This past year provided sobering evidence
that our freedoms are not free. We must con-
tinue to work together as a unified commu-
nity to support and defend all peoples that
are denied their rights and privileges by gov-
ernments that fail to respect the essential ele-
ments of democracy and human rights. In
countering the threats of tyranny, poverty,
and lawlessness, our collective goal must be
to further the partnership we share as stand-
ard bearers of a bold vision. By working to-
gether to promote democracy, free trade,
economic prosperity, effective governance,
and human rights, we will keep the new Pan
American spirit of freedom and cooperation
alive and well for generations to come.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
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by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2002,
as Pan American Day and April 14 through
April 20, 2002, as Pan American Week. I
urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
and the officials of other areas under the flag
of the United States of America to honor
these observances with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 16, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 17. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Proclamation 7541—Jewish Heritage
Week, 2002
April 12, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Throughout our Nation’s history, America

has benefited from a greatly diverse popu-
lation, comprising a vibrant mix of ideas, reli-
gions, national origins, and ethnic back-
grounds. And from this mix, we have inher-
ited a Nation based on democratic principles,
free enterprise, and the freedom to pursue
a better way of life.

Jewish Americans have played an impor-
tant part in the success of the American expe-
rience. They have dedicated themselves to
the challenges of building a better America;
and their patriotism, hard work, and faithful
commitment to community and family have
enriched our culture and improved our coun-
try.

Since our Nation’s founding, millions of
Jews have immigrated to America, embracing
the promise of opportunity and tolerance

that forms the heart of the American dream.
Jews fled persecution, pogroms, and the hor-
rors of deadly prejudice to begin new lives
where they could worship in freedom, pros-
per in society, and realize their dreams in
peace. They also brought with them a spirit
of faith and a strong work ethic that en-
hanced our culture and promoted national
prosperity.

The Jewish community in America has
helped shape our Nation’s heritage and fur-
ther our efforts toward building a land where
all people can live free and be treated equally
under the law. As entrepreneurs and public
servants, scholars and philanthropists, and
countless other callings, Jewish Americans
have provided wisdom, energy, and leader-
ship wherever they settled and in whatever
calling they followed.

During the early days of our Republic,
President George Washington wrote to the
Hebrew congregations of Philadelphia, New
York, Charleston, and Richmond, to say that
‘‘The power and goodness of the Almighty
were strongly manifested in the events of the
late glorious revolution: and His kind inter-
position in our behalf, has been no less visible
in the establishment of our present equal
government. In war He directed the sword,
and in peace He has ruled in our councils.’’
President Washington’s message is equally
applicable today, as we engage in our war
against terrorism and work to establish a last-
ing peace in the Middle East.

In celebrating Jewish Heritage Week, we
reflect with joy upon the many contributions
Jewish Americans have made to the arts, edu-
cation, industry, science, and our very way
of life. The values and traditions of Judaism
have contributed greatly to our culture and
history; and they have played a major role
in the success of our great Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 14 through
21, 2002, as Jewish Heritage Week. I urge
all Americans to learn about the history of
Jewish Americans and to participate in activi-
ties that highlight the accomplishments of
these citizens.
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 16, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 17. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
April 13, 2002

Good morning. Monday is tax day, and this
year tax day will be different. This year your
tax rates are lower, and you will keep more
of your hard-earned money to spend or save
as you see fit.

Last year I signed a tax relief bill that will
continue to reduce Federal taxes by more
than a trillion dollars over the next 10 years.
Relief began almost immediately. Single tax-
payers received checks for up to $300. Single
parent taxpayers received up to $500. And
married couples received up to $600. By
now, American taxpayers have already bene-
fited from $57 billion in tax relief.

Yet, when it comes to tax relief, once is
not enough. So the best news is that tax relief
is continuing this year. The child credit was
increased to $600 and made available to
lower income Americans. For a single mom
with two kids making $18,000, this one
change alone provides $800 in tax relief.
We’re beginning a new low 10-percent
bracket this year. We’re making it easier for
low-income workers to take their first steps
up the ladder of opportunity. And starting
this year, you will be able to save more of
your money, tax free, whether in an edu-
cation savings account, an IRA, or a 401(k).

Tax relief helps the working people of our
country with more money to provide for their
families and pay their bills. And perhaps the
best news of all is that even more relief is
on the way for many years to come.

The tax bill will continue to increase the
child credit up to $1,000 per child by the

year 2010. The marriage tax will be reduced.
And the unfair death tax will be completely
abolished. Millions of successful small busi-
nesses that pay on the personal income tax
schedule will find their taxes are going down.

And when the tax cut is fully phased in,
43 million married couples will see their
taxes reduced on average by over $1,700 per
year. Thirty-eight million families with chil-
dren will receive an annual tax cut of almost
$1,500 to help pay for education, child care,
or other expenses. Eleven million single
mothers will be able to keep an average of
$770 more of their income each year to care
for their children. Thirteen million seniors
will see their taxes reduced on average by
more than $900. And 3.9 million Americans
will have their income tax liability completely
eliminated.

Next week, the House will take up legisla-
tion to make this tax relief permanent. And
I urge Congress to pass this vital measure.

Tax relief is a crucial part of my adminis-
tration’s overall economic growth agenda, to
create more high-paying jobs. Like our bal-
anced energy plan and our determination to
knock down trade barriers, tax relief will help
you achieve the economic security you need
to realize your dreams.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:55 a.m. on
April 12 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 13. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on April 12 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks on Tax Day in
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
April 15, 2002

Thank you all. Well, thank you for that
warm Iowa welcome. It’s nice to be here.
Bill, thank you for your hospitality. And I
want to thank you all for giving me a chance
to come and share some things with you
about our great country.

First, I want to thank the folks who work
here, who spent some time talking to me
about how much they enjoy working here in
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the company, talking about their families,
what tax relief meant for them in real terms.
I appreciate the Governor of the State of
Iowa, Tom Vilsack, for coming. Thank you,
Governor, I’m honored you’re here. I had
the privilege of flying down from Washington
with two fine—I mean fine—United States
Congressmen, Jim Leach and Greg Ganske,
and I’m honored at your presence. I appre-
ciate Mayor Paul Pate for being here, the
mayor of Cedar Rapids. I want to thank him
for his hospitality today.

And I want to thank my fellow Americans.
I want to thank you all for your patience and
your determination and your love for free-
dom. This is a fabulous country, and I want
to thank you all.

Today, as you know, is April 15th—[laugh-
ter]—tax day. Today, at least, we get to call
it tax relief day. It was right here in the State
of Iowa, when I was running for President,
asking people for their votes, that I said if
you gave me a chance to be President, I’d
work hard to let people keep their own
money. I reminded people that the money
we’re talking about is not the Government’s
money; it’s the people’s money.

And we kept that promise. I say ‘‘we,’’ a
lot of—more than one guy up there in Wash-
ington working on behalf of the working peo-
ple; I think you noticed that today. I’m going
to spend some time talking about it and why
it’s important, but we’ve also got other prior-
ities in this country. I want to spend a little
bit of time talking about those priorities.

We’ve got a priority to make sure our
homeland is secure. My most important job
is not politicking; my most important job isn’t
to give speeches everywhere. My most im-
portant job is to make sure people don’t hit
America again, is to make sure we’re secure.

And I want to assure you that your Federal
Government is doing everything humanly
possible to secure the homeland. We’ve got
a first-responders initiative to work with the
police and fire and emergency medical corps,
those brave men and women who serve us
on a daily basis. We’ve got a bioterrorism-
response initiative going on that says if they
ever do use a bioterrorist-type weapon, that
we know how to respond.

We’re doing a better job of understanding
who’s coming into our country and who’s

going out of our country. We need to know
who’s coming in and why they’re coming in.
We’re securing our borders in a better way.
And as well, we’re taking every bit of infor-
mation we get, every hint and running down
every lead to make sure if somebody is still
here in our country who wants to hurt inno-
cent Americans, we’re going to disrupt their
plans.

They’re out there. You just need to know
that the people we’re dealing with are cold-
blooded killers. It’s hard for Americans to un-
derstand the mentality of somebody who
hates freedom, because we love freedom. We
value our freedom to worship the way we
want to worship, the value of our freedom
to raise our families the way we want to raise
our families, the value of the freedom to be
able to speak our minds or to read a free
press. There are people who hate freedom,
and therefore they hate America, because
we’re the bastion of freedom.

I don’t know what got in their mind on
that day when they attacked us. They must
have thought this country of ours was so weak
and so materialistic, so self-absorbed, that all
we would do would be to file a lawsuit.
[Laughter] They found out we think a little
differently here in America. They now know
that we know the best way to defend our
homeland is to hunt them down one by one
and bring them to justice, and that’s exactly
what we’re going to do.

In order to make sure America is secure,
we must be relentless and steady and patient.
We must find those who want to hurt us be-
cause of the beliefs we hold dear, and bring
them to justice. I want you to know, I use
the word justice. And for the young here,
you need to know our country does not seek
revenge. We seek justice. And when we say
we’re going to do something, we’re going to
do it, because the credibility of our country
is at stake.

I said, you know, that the Taliban regime,
because they were feeding these guys and
giving them a nice place to hang out, we were
going to get them. We were going to run
them out of business. And that’s exactly what
we did, thanks to the United States military.

But we were not conquerors. We were lib-
erators. We went into Afghanistan, and we
routed out one of the most barbaric regimes
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in the history of mankind. And as a result
of the United States, plus other nations,
young girls were able to go to school for the
first time. I cannot tell you how proud I am
of a country that on the one hand is willing
to defend its freedom and, on the other hand,
is willing to fight for the freedoms of others
as well. When those young girls went to
school, I was so proud of the United States
military and our country.

We’ve got a lot of work to do. Oh, I know
there’s a certain impatience sometimes with
the commentators and the writers and all the
people that make our political process whole.
But you just need to know, there’s a lot more
to go, and I’m not tired. I don’t have a cal-
endar on my desk that says by a certain date,
all this business has got to end. That’s not
how it works. That’s what the enemy wants.
They want us to quit, because we’re impa-
tient. But it’s not going to happen. It can’t
happen.

History has called us into action. We must
never look back and say, ‘‘How come we
didn’t act when there’s called into action?’’
We must be steadfast in that which we be-
lieve and steady in our resolve. And I can
assure you it doesn’t matter whether you’re
a Republican or whether you’re a Democrat
or whether you don’t even give a darn about
political parties; this country is united when
it comes to defending the freedoms we hold
dear.

And so we’re going to keep them on the
run. And I’ve told world leaders: Either
you’re with us, or you’re not with us. And
I mean every word of it. And they now know
our country means every word of it as well.
And so we’re in for a long time, but it’s worth
the price.

For those of you who have got relatives
in the military, a son or a daughter, or an
aunt or uncle, or a mom or a dad, I want
to thank you from the bottom of our heart
for not only their sacrifice but for your under-
standing as well. The cause is noble, and the
cause is just.

And I wasn’t kidding when I said that in
order for our children to grow up in a safe
world, in order for our children and our chil-
dren’s children to be able to have the same
freedoms that we enjoyed coming up, that
we can’t let the world’s worst leaders harbor

and develop the world’s worst weapons, so
that they might try to blackmail us or hold
us hostage or launch one of those awful
weapons at us, that we must be steadfast not
only in routing out Al Qaida and terrorist or-
ganizations who would do us harm, but we’ve
got to draw the line when it comes to nations,
for example, a nation that was willing to gas
its own people, a nation willing to assassinate
people who speak out in dissent and, at the
same time, develop a weapon that can be
used against us.

We’re deliberate; we’re patient. I’m under
no hurry, but you can rest assured that when
it comes time to protecting our freedoms and
our country, this Government is going to take
action.

I believe strongly the collective will of peo-
ple who love freedom can make an enormous
difference in this world, and I will continue
to work with the coalition of leaders and
countries that share the same values we
share, leaders and countries that understand
that, if we let terrorists run rampant, they
will affect the peace in regions of the world
where we long for peace. I know that one
of the good things that’s going to come out
of the evil done to America, with the right
leadership and the right focus, is a lasting
peace all around the world. I believe that
as sure as I’m standing here.

As well we had problems here at home
right after September the 11th. You know
it; I know it. I’m sure you were concerned
about your jobs, and when the enemy hit,
they not only killed a lot of innocent people,
but they affected our economy. And it’s one
of the reasons I’m so proud we cut the taxes
on the people who work, because you see,
if you let people keep their own money, they
tend to want to spend it. [Laughter] And
when they spend it, they’re going to buy a
good or a service, and somebody will provide
the good or a service. And when they provide
or produce the good and service, it means
somebody is going to find work. The best
way to make sure that workers continue to
work in the face of a recession is to cut the
taxes on the people who do the work in
America, and that’s what we did.

These tax relief plans were fair. To me,
that’s really important. It wasn’t one of these
targeted deals, where some get it, and some
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*White House correction.

don’t. We basically said, ‘‘If you pay taxes,
you get relief.’’ It was straightforward; every-
body understood it; and it’s going to be
around for a long time. Tax relief began im-
mediately, and I want to remind the people
about what took place before September the
11th. Tax rebate checks started coming in the
mail. A single payer received up to $300. Sin-
gle parent taxpayers received up to $500.
Married couples received up to $600. In the
State of Iowa, there were 974,000 refund
checks mailed out, totalling $426 million.
And that was an important part of making
sure people could realize their own dreams
and, at the same time, making sure this reces-
sion eventually didn’t take—didn’t strangle
our economy.

The good news is, is that tax relief is con-
tinuing—this wasn’t a one-time event—that
there is more tax relief coming. And if you
file out your forms—and I kind of suggest
you do here, pretty quick—[laughter]—that
you’ll see the child credit was increased to
$600, and made available to more lower in-
come Americans. For a single mom with two
children, making $18,000 a year, this one
change alone provides $800 of tax relief. This
year we’re beginning a new 10 percent brack-
et. We’ve lowered the bracket. We’re making
it easier for low-income workers to stay—
take their first steps up the ladder of oppor-
tunity. Starting this year, you’ll be able to
save more of your own money, tax free,
through education savings accounts, IRA, or
401(k). And I hope you take advantage of
it. Saving is good for your families, and sav-
ings are important for your future.

You know, one of the interesting things
that we discussed today was how these tax
relief actually—I mean, benefits people.
Sometimes in Washington, it’s all theory.
And yet, behind every tax—every check that
went out, there’s a true story. Today the
Madsen family shared with us—where are
you? There he is, right behind me—big
John—shared with us—two beautiful kids—
talked about how tax relief helped them with
their mortgage payments. He spoke about
owning a home and how the tax relief helped
him do that. It’s a fantastic feeling, I know,
when you own your home, John.

It was important for the Galvin family to
make improvements on the house—there he

is, Terry*—make improvements on the
house they brought last August. By the way,
they needed to make an improvement on
their house because this good couple has got
a huge heart, and they’re willing to adopt
children, to provide them a loving and safe
and promising home. And I want to thank
them for the love they show for their kids.

Patty Wignall talked about how tax relief
helped her purchase school supplies and
clothes for her children. She was wondering
whether or not we could crank up the refund
checks again. [Laughter] No. [Laughter]

But in the code—the code is going to con-
tinually change. I want to share with you
what’s going to happen. By the year 2010,
the child credit will increase up to $1,000
per child. It just started this year, to increase.
That’s good for moms and dads and families.
At the same time, the marriage tax will be
reduced, and the unfair death tax will be
completely abolished.

Small businesses—maybe some of you all
harbor ambition to run your own business.
A small business generally pays tax not at the
corporate rate but at the personal income
rate, because they’re sole proprietorships or
partnerships or Subchapter S corporations.
And by reducing the marginal rate on taxes,
we encourage the growth of small businesses,
which is incredibly important for the future
of America. And it’s important to make that
dream of owning your own small business
vibrant and alive and well. And we have done
so through tax reform.

Marginal rates will continue to fall, and
that’s important. And as they do, and when
fully phased in—I want you to hear these
statistics—43 million married couples will
see their taxes reduced, on average, by more
than $1,700 a year; 11 million single moms
will be able to keep an average of $770 more
of their income each year, to care for their
children; 13 million seniors will see their
taxes reduced, on average, by more than
$900; and 3.9 million Americans will have
their Federal income tax liability changed
forever—they won’t pay taxes.

Tax relief is absolutely right for America.
It was important. And I believe one of the
reasons why we’re seeing encouraging signs
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in the economy is because of tax relief. But
we need to do more. My attitude is, so long
as somebody is working for work and can’t
find it, we need to continue making sure we
increase jobs. I worry about people worrying
about their work. I know that’s not the case
here in General Mills, because you’re a
strong, vibrant company. But there are peo-
ple out there who are wondering whether or
not they’re going to get a paycheck tomor-
row. There’s still some uncertainty in our
economy. And besides tax relief, there are
things we need and can do.

First, in order for the long-term job secu-
rity of our country, this country needs to have
an energy plan. We need to have a plan, be-
cause if there is a disruption in supply, it’s
going to affect jobs. You’ve got to under-
stand, we import more than 50 percent of
our energy from countries around the world.
And I’ll be perfectly blunt with you: Some
of them don’t like America. Some of the peo-
ple sending our energy our way really don’t
care for us that much. And for the good of
our national security and economic security,
we need an energy plan.

Now, an energy plan has got to start with
encouraging conservation. We can do a bet-
ter job of conserving energy. And we must
do a better job of developing alternative
uses—for example, a car. I believe that with-
in a—the lifetime of—my lifetime and others
here, we’ll be driving hydrogen powered cars
and trucks, the technology which will enable
us to keep our air cleaner and technologies
that will make us less dependent on foreign
sources of energy.

But we’ve got to do more than just en-
hance technology. It’s going to take a while
to get these cars to be ready for the market
and the infrastructure to be able to deal with
them. And it’s going to take more than just
conservation. We need to focus on renewable
sources of energy, starting with ethanol pro-
duced right here, from corn in Iowa.

And we need to explore for more energy
here at home. And we can do so in an envi-
ronmentally friendly way. And that is what’s
important, that technology has changed to
the point where I can confidently say that
exploration for energy in ANWR in Alaska
can be done without leaving a footprint that

will affect the environment in a negative,
harmful way.

Oh, I’ve heard the propaganda. But let me
tell you this: When Saddam Hussein stood
up and said he wanted to cut off energy—
and we’re importing energy from him—it
makes sense to me that we’d better, in order
to make sure he doesn’t hold us hostage, that
we’d better figure out a way to explore for
more energy at home.

So there’s a bill—one of them came out
of the House, and there’s one on the floor
of the Senate—would not only promote eth-
anol, not only promote conservation and en-
courage the development of technologies
that will change our lives in positive ways,
but it will also encourage exploration here
at home. We need that bill. It’s good for eco-
nomic security for those who work in Amer-
ica, and it’s important for our national secu-
rity as well.

A second thing we need to do is we need
to promote world trade. You know that Cedar
Rapids, Iowa, has got more trade per capita
than nearly any other city in the United
States. Let me tell you what that means. That
means when we open up markets for prod-
ucts in the United States, the good people
of this city are working because of that. Trade
equals jobs, and this Nation ought not to be
afraid to work hard to open up markets. Lis-
ten, we’re the best farmers and ranchers in
the world, and we ought to be selling our
foodstuffs and our meats all across the globe.

In order to make sure that our job base
continues to grow, we’ve got to help small
businesses. I just talked about the affect tax
relief will have on small businesses. It’s a
positive part of stimulating growth. Most new
jobs in America are created by small-business
owners. And that’s an important fact for peo-
ple to understand. And so we need regulatory
reform; we need health care reforms; we
need Government contracting reforms to
make sure the small-business sector con-
tinues to grow in America.

In order to make sure the job base remains
strong, we’ve got to make sure our folks are
educated. A good education system will mean
that people are going to be able to find good
work in America. And one of the things we
did—it was Republicans and Democrats, I
might want to remind you—came together
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and said, public education ought to be a top
domestic priority. We passed historic reforms
which sets high standards and, at the same
time, trust the Governors and local folks to
manage the path for excellence. The people
who care more about the Iowa children when
it comes to education, are Iowans, not people
in Washington, DC.

One thing that’s pretty interesting to note
is that some of these tax reforms are going
to expire at the end of 10 years, or in 2011.
It’s a quirk in the law. I think that doesn’t
make much sense. It’s going to be hard to
plan your future, if you think all of a sudden
these things get kicked in full time and then
go away. They need to make these tax cuts
permanent. For the good of the working peo-
ple in America, for the good of families, for
the good of small businesses, for the good
of farmers and ranchers, we need to make
the tax relief plan permanent in the Tax
Code.

There is a lot of issues facing us. But one
of the issues I want to talk quickly about—
not an issue, just—I want to remind you
about—is that if you want to fight the war
against terror and you’re living right here,
you want to stand up against evil, love your
neighbor like you’d like to be loved yourself.
People ask me all the time, people say, ‘‘What
can I do? How can I help? What can I do
to make the country I love as strong as it
can be?’’ And that is, just do some good in
your neighborhood.

It is these acts—millions of acts of kind-
ness and compassion that really define our
country. It’s the hearts and generous spirit
of Americans from all walks of life that will
help us stand squarely in the face of evil.
When you tell your child you love them and
give them a hug, that’s part of making sure
the future of the country is as strong as it
can be. If you ever walk across the street
and tell a shut-in, ‘‘What can I do to help
you,’’ that is part of defining the great com-
passion of our country.

I believe 9/11 was a wake-up for America.
It made us realize that we’re vulnerable, that
two oceans no longer separate us from terror,
and we’ve got to do something about it, and
we are. But I also know that 9/11 really made
us remember what is important in life, that
families are important and children are im-

portant and loving a neighbor like you’d like
to be loved yourself is incredibly important.

To me, one of the most—the most mean-
ingful of moment—or one of the most mean-
ingful moments came when the people on
Flight 93 got on the cell phones on that air-
plane, and listened to what was taking place
on the ground. And they called their loved
ones, and they said, ‘‘I love you.’’ They said
a prayer, and they drove the plane into
ground to save somebody else.

It’s the American spirit of sacrificing for
something greater than ourselves. And that
thing greater than ourselves is freedom. And
that thing greater than ourselves is a country
based upon fabulous values. And that’s why
it is my honor, not only to be here today
but to be the President of the greatest coun-
try on the face of the Earth, because of our
great people.

May God bless you all, and may God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in the
warehouse at General Mills, Cedar Rapids. In his
remarks, he referred to William ‘‘Bill’’ F. Mowery,
plant manager, General Mills, Cedar Rapids; and
Gov. Thomas J. Vilsack of Iowa. The President
also referred to ANWR, the Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge.

Remarks at a Fundraiser for
Senatorial Candidate Greg Ganske
in Cedar Rapids
April 15, 2002

Thank you all very much. Thank you all.
Please be seated. Well, Greg, thank you very
much for that warm introduction. I want to
thank you all for the warm welcome. I’m here
because I want Greg Ganske to become the
next United States Senator from Iowa.

I’ll never forget that I ended up where I
am because of the good folks in Iowa. It all
started here. And I want to thank many of
you who—I want to thank you all so very
much for making this, Greg tells me, the larg-
est fundraiser in Iowa history. I want to thank
you all very much for supporting Laura and
me. I want to thank those of you involved
in the grassroots politics in Iowa for all your
hard work, for the phones you dial and for
the envelopes that you stuff. I want to thank
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you all for working hard to make our country
as great a country as it can possibly be.

It is an honor to be back in Iowa. I’m only
sorry that First Lady Laura Bush didn’t come
with me. Like Ganske, we both married
above ourselves. [Laughter] I appreciate
Corrine Ganske. I appreciate her patience.
I appreciate her willingness to work with
Greg to ensure that he becomes the next
United States Senator from Iowa. I was most
impressed that Ganske’s mother-in-law
came. [Laughter] That’s a good sign. [Laugh-
ter]

I want you to know that I am incredibly
proud of Laura, just as proud of Laura as
Greg is of Corrine. She has brought a lot
of calm and steadiness to our country. You
know, when I asked her to marry me, she
was a public school librarian. She didn’t par-
ticularly care for politics. She wasn’t all that
thrilled to be around politicians. But people
in America are now beginning to realize why
I asked her to marry me. A lot of folks are
still somewhat concerned as to why she said
yes. [Laughter] But I want you to know that
she is doing a fabulous job, and I’m really
proud of her.

I want to thank Greg’s colleague Jim
Leach for being here tonight. Jim Leach is
one of the true class acts of the United States
Congress. He still reminds me that he was
a fine wrestler in high school and college but
not nearly as good as Dan Gable, and I want
to thank Dan Gable for being here as well
tonight, too. I know Greg is proud to call
you friend and supporter, and I know Iowa
is proud to call you son. And they’re also
proud of Cael Sanderson and his incredible
accomplishments as one of the finest college
athletes ever. Cael, thank you for being here
tonight as well.

I know that two former Governors are
here, friends of mine, people who distin-
guished themselves when they held the high
honor of being Governor of Iowa, and that’s
Terry Branstad and Bob Ray. I want to thank
you all for coming.

I know that Ron Corbett is here, and I
appreciate Ron helping Greg, and I appre-
ciate him being the president of the Cedar
Rapids Chamber of Commerce. And Chuck
Larson, the chairman of the Republican

Party, he’s doing a fantastic job on behalf of
the Republicans in Iowa.

But most of all, I want to thank Greg for
his willingness to run for the Senate. You
know, Washington, DC, needs people like
Greg who care more about getting things
done than trying to be as shrill as they pos-
sibly can be. Washington, DC, needs people
of accomplishment, people who are not inter-
ested in needless partisan fighting but who
put America—and Iowa, in this case—fore-
most in their agenda. And that is Greg
Ganske.

I was here today at General Mills, and I
want to thank that fine company for their
hospitality and remind people that April
15th, today, can actually be called tax relief
day. [Laughter] I came to Iowa, and I laid
out a tax relief plan in Des Moines, Iowa—
it’s the first place that I talked about it. And
I said, ‘‘If you give me a chance to be the
President, I look forward to taking your mes-
sage to Washington, DC.’’ And that is, first
of all, that the money we’re dealing with is
not the Government’s money; it’s the peo-
ple’s money.

I said as plainly as I could, ‘‘If you give
me a chance to be the President, I’m going
to work with whoever will listen, to make
sure people have got plenty of money, their
own money in their pockets, so they get to
make the decisions as what to do with their
own money.’’ And thanks to people like Greg
Ganske, we delivered on that promise. Tax
relief was incredibly important not only to
working families in America; tax relief came
at the right time. Our economy was begin-
ning to grind down. Our economy was slow-
ing down too much.

And people in Washington, people like
Ganske and Leach and others, understand
that when you let people keep their own
money, they will spend. And when they
spend on goods and services, somebody is
going to produce those goods and services.
And when somebody produces those goods
and services, it means jobs for the working
people. Thank goodness we cut the taxes on
the American people when we did.

And part of that tax relief not only deals
with the marriage penalty—because Greg
and I and others, believe we ought to pro-
mote families and promote marriage—part
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of it recognizes the—many in Iowa are strug-
gling to raise children. Single moms is—the
toughest job in our country is being a single
mom. And we increased the child credit.

But the other thing we did which was im-
portant for Iowa is that we put the death
tax on its way to extinction. It is important
for Iowa farmers—repealing that death tax
is important for people who own the land.
It makes no sense to have a Tax Code that
taxes people’s assets twice.

Now, what’s curious about how the United
States Senate works is that the repeal of the
death tax is not permanent. In 2011, it can
come back to haunt small-business owners
and farmers and ranchers and people who
work all their life to leave their assets to their
children. And what we need is to make all
tax relief permanent, and Greg Ganske is
willing to make that tough vote, and I appre-
ciate that very much.

There’s a practical reason to elect Ganske,
because he’s going to be part of the change
of leadership in the United States Senate.
And when we change the leadership in the
United States Senate, thanks to his election,
Senator Chuck Grassley will become chair-
man of the Finance Committee, and that’s
going to be good for Iowa. And that’s not
only good for Iowa, that’s good for America.
I appreciate Chuck. I appreciate his hard
work. He, like Greg, is a fine, solid—solid—
citizen who represents your State with a lot
of class and a lot of distinction in Wash-
ington, DC. We need a majority because I
want my judges to be given a fair hearing.

I want to tell you I appreciate Greg’s un-
derstanding of the importance of trade. Jim
Leach reminded me that here in Cedar Rap-
ids—this is a town that relies upon trade—
more dollars per capita generated through
trade than almost any other city in the United
States. Of any city in the Nation that under-
stands the importance of trade, it’s right
here.

And the President needs what’s called
trade promotion authority. I need the ability
to negotiate trade agreements all around the
world. There are some in Washington, DC,
who want to build walls and protection
around America, but a confident nation is
one that tears those walls down. We are the

best farmers in the world, and we ought to
be selling Iowa products all across the world.

I appreciate very much Greg’s under-
standing of the need for a comprehensive en-
ergy policy. I submitted a plan to the House
that Greg sponsored and supported, that is
a balanced plan. It says on the one hand
we’ve got to do a better job of conserving
energy in America, and we’ve got to use our
technologies to lead the way to not only
cleaner air but to better conservation. I be-
lieve that one of these days we’re going to
have brand new types of cars that are going
to make us less dependent on foreign sources
of crude oil, and we’ll be more better at
cleaning our air. And that’s coming down the
road. And part of the bill that we worked
together on has got those incentives for tech-
nological development, and it’s going to hap-
pen. It’s going to happen in our lifetime.

But I want you to know that in the mean-
time, for the sake of economic security and
for the sake of national security, we need to
be finding more energy at home. We import
more than 50 percent of our energy from
around the world. And some of those coun-
tries from which we import, they don’t like
America. And I don’t like to be in a position
of having to rely upon energy from countries
that don’t like us.

I’ve heard the rhetoric like you. I just want
you to know, I’ve got all the confidence in
the world that we’ll be able to explore at
home and protect the environment. Tech-
nology has developed so that we can have
a exploration program that doesn’t perma-
nently scar the environment, that under-
stands the importance of environmental pol-
icy. And as we’re working on sound, com-
prehensive energy policy, we must also work
on renewables—renewables such as ethanol.

All of these elements are a part of an en-
ergy bill that Greg helped get out of the
House, that is stalled in the United States
Senate. I repeat: For the sake of economic
security of those who work for a living and
for the sake of national security, we need
Senators in Washington, DC, who will pro-
mote and work for sound energy policy. It’s
good for the country.

I appreciate Greg’s big heart. He’s a fellow
who’s always served his fellow citizen. He’s
used his God-given talents as a surgeon to
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help those in need, and that’s important, to
have people with big hearts in Washington,
DC. I appreciate his deep concern about the
Medicare funding formulas that so affect
rural Iowa. He gave me an earful on Air
Force One, I want you to know. [Laughter]
I appreciate so very much his concern about
the doctor-patient relationship and making
sure that’s intact.

But most of all, the thing I appreciate him
is, he’s a good thinker and a hard worker
who cares deeply about the citizens of this
State. Greg Ganske is going to make a
United—a fine United States Senator, and
there’s no doubt in my mind he’s going to
win next November. And I look forward to
working with him in the Senate on a lot of
issues other than those I’ve discussed.

I want to talk about three issues facing
America. First, our homeland security. My
most important job is to make sure the
enemy doesn’t hit us again. My most impor-
tant job is to protect innocent Americans.

You need to know that the nature of the
people we’re dealing with, they’re cold-
blooded killers. They hate us, and you know
why they hate us? They hate us because we
love freedom. They hate us because we love
the fact and honor the fact that we worship
freely in America. They can’t stand the
thought of free elections, free press. And
they’re out there.

But I also want you to know, we’re doing
everything in our power to protect the home-
land. We’ve got a homeland security strategy
that is preparing our noble and brave first-
responders, should something happen—that
would be the police and the fire and the
EMS folks. We’ve got an initiative on bioter-
rorism that’s smart and wise. We’re increas-
ing our security at our borders. We want an
INS—that’s the folks who’re supposed to
know who’s coming in and coming out—to
be modern. We want to know who’s coming
in our country and why they’re coming in
and if they’re leaving when they’re supposed
to be leaving.

And I also want to assure you that any time
we get any lead, any hint that somebody
might try to do something to an American
citizen or an American city, we’re respond-
ing. We’re chasing down every single lead
there is. We’re on alert. Our law enforcement

officials are communicating much better
than ever before.

But the best way to secure the homeland
is to run down the killers, one by one, and
bring them to justice, and that’s exactly what
we’re going to do. History has called us into
action. And we’re not going to tire, because
when it comes to the defense of our free-
doms, when it comes to civilization itself, this
Nation is going to stand tall.

You know, I can’t imagine what was going
through the minds of the Al Qaida killers.
I guess they just thought they were going
to hit us, and because we were so material-
istic, in their minds, so self-absorbed, so in-
credibly selfish, that all we were going to do
was file a lawsuit. [Laughter] They were
wrong. Any time anybody—any time it comes
to defending that which we hold dear, this
Nation will be strong and resolute and deter-
mined.

I’m sure you’ve read about the budget pri-
orities that I—the budget I submitted, with
its priorities. And by far the biggest priority
is a increase in the spending for our national
security and the defense budget. And I want
to explain why.

First, any time we commit a troop into ac-
tion, that person must have the best equip-
ment, the best training, the best possible—
the best pay possible. You see, I’ve heard the
debates in Washington about how high the
budget is. The price of freedom is high, but
as far as I’m concerned, it’s never too high.

I’ve also submitted a budget that’s in-
creased because we’re in this thing for the
long haul. There is no calendar on my desk
that says, by such and such a date we’re going
to quit. I don’t feel any constraints of time.
I’m a patient man. And fortunately, so is the
United States of America, much to the cha-
grin of our enemy.

Our first task was to uphold the doctrine
that said, ‘‘If you harbor a terrorist, you’re
just as guilty as the terrorists.’’ And the
Taliban understood—understands now ex-
actly what the United States of America
meant.

But I want to assure you that this great
Nation does not seek revenge. We seek jus-
tice. We don’t have revenge in our heart.
We’re going to defend freedom by holding
people accountable. The Taliban, the hosts
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to the parasites, was one of the most back-
ward and barbaric governments that modern
man has ever seen. And thanks to a vast coali-
tion and the United States military, we rout-
ed them out.

And as a result, we were liberators of a
country. It’s so important for you all to re-
mind the young, your children or your neigh-
bors, that this great, mighty Nation freed
people. We gave people a chance—young
girls a chance to go to school for the first
time in their life. Not only are we protecting
the homeland, we’re also protecting the
human dignity of people around the world.

There’s a lot of work to be done. Afghani-
stan is still a dangerous place. A couple of
weeks ago they bunched up, and we got
them. I don’t know if they’re going to bunch
up again. [Laughter] But if they do, we’re
going to rout them out. We denied sanctuary
for them. We’ve ruined their training bases.
We’re disrupting their finances. We got them
on the run. We’re treating them exactly the
way they are, international criminals. And the
only way to treat an international criminal
is to hunt them down and bring them to jus-
tice. For the good of the world, this country
is going to do exactly that.

And I meant what I said when I talked
about making sure that our Nation or our
friends are never threatened or blackmailed
by some of the world’s worst leaders, har-
boring and developing the world’s worst
weapons. We cannot allow nations that—run
by people who have gassed their own citi-
zens, nations who want to destroy our friends
and allies, nations who hate America, to de-
velop and deploy weapons of mass destruc-
tion. You need to know I’m patient. I’ll con-
sult with our allies and friends. I’m steady
when it comes to the mission, but they’re
not going to get away with it. For the good
of our future, they’re not going to get away
with it.

And so our Nation has got to keep its reso-
lution. But that’s easy, because this is such
a fabulous land. We know what’s at stake.
I want you to know that out of this evil is
going to come some good, and I firmly be-
lieve that. If we remain steadfast and strong
and determined to rout out terror, we can
achieve peace in the world. That’s my dream,
and that’s my hope. Oh, I know talking about

military budgets and getting them and all that
stuff is part of my—the way I talk. But you
just need to know, in my heart is the drive
and desire to achieve lasting peace.

And we’re willing to work for peace in re-
gions of the world where some may say peace
never has a chance. I am very proud of the
hard work and the diligent effort of Secretary
of State Colin Powell, working to lay the
foundations for peace in the Middle East.

And I also believe that out of this evil will
come incredible good at home. People say,
they say, ‘‘Well, gosh, I want to try to con-
tribute in the war against terror.’’ And there’s
an easy way to do that: It’s to love a neighbor
just like you’d like to be loved yourself. If
you want to fight evil, do some good: Mentor
a child; start a program in your church or
your synagogue or a mosque that feeds the
hungry; understand that in our Nation there
are pockets of hopelessness and despair, but
those pockets of hopelessness and despair
can be changed as a result of loving Ameri-
cans working hard to save our country one
heart and one soul, one conscience at a time.

No, the enemy hit us, but they have given
us a good chance to work for peace and to
show the world the true compassion of Amer-
ica. If there’s a young one out there looking
for something to do, we’ve got what’s called
the USA Freedom Corps. Go to the Peace
Corps and help spread American values. Be-
come a teacher and teach a child not only
how to read and write and add and subtract,
but teach them the important values that
make our country unique.

I always have said that I believe our Nation
can work together to change a culture which
has said, ‘‘If it feels, just go ahead and do
it,’’ and, ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame
somebody else.’’ I believe—I believe we’re
in the process of ushering in a new type of
culture, one which says, we’re all responsible
for the decisions we make in life; that if
you’re a mom or dad—that if you happen
to be fortunate enough to be a mother or
a father, it’s your responsibility to love that
child with all your heart and all your soul;
if you’re fortunate enough to be an Amer-
ican—responsibility to love your neighbor;
that if you run in—if you’re in corporate
America, you have a responsibility to your
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workers and your shareholders to fully dis-
close assets and liabilities.

And this great country is responding. The
gathering momentum of millions of acts of
kindness truly defines our Nation. The notion
of sacrificing for something greater than
yourself has become a part of our national
conscience. Sacrifice, again I repeat, is to
help somebody in need.

That sacrifice came very clear to me and
Americans on Flight 93, when people, pas-
sengers, people going to work or wherever
they were going to, were on cell phones and
realized America was under attack and real-
ized the plane they were on was going to
be used as a weapon. And they told their
loved ones they loved them, said a prayer,
and sacrificed their lives so others could live.

To me, that defines the American spirit
and what is possible, in all kinds of ways,
across the country. The evil ones hit us, but
this great Nation is not going to allow the
evil ones to have its day. This great Nation
will rise up, with its goodness and kindness
and compassion, and show the world not only
our strength, not only our determination, but
show the world we understand the true
meaning of love.

I want to thank you all for coming tonight.
It is my honor—it is my incredible honor to
be the President of the greatest Nation on
the face of the Earth. May God bless you
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:23 p.m. at the
U.S. Cellular Center. In his remarks, he referred
to Dan Gable, former head coach, men’s wres-
tling, University of Iowa; and Cael Sanderson,
wrestler, Iowa State University.

Statement on the Death of
Byron R. White

April 15, 2002

Laura and I are saddened by the news of
the passing of Justice Byron White. Our
thoughts and prayers are with his family and
friends. Justice White was a distinguished ju-
rist who served his country with honor and
dedication. He will be missed.

Remarks on the Proposed
Crime Victims’ Rights Amendment to
the Constitution
April 16, 2002

Well, John, thank you very much for invit-
ing me to this beautiful room, and thank you
all for coming today.

Justice is one of the defining commitments
of America. In our war against terror, I con-
stantly remind our fellow citizens: We seek
justice, not revenge. We seek justice for vic-
tims. We seek justice for their families. And
for justice to prevail in our struggle for free-
dom, we must rout out terrorist threats wher-
ever they exist. And that’s exactly what this
country is going to do. And while the war
goes on and while our fight for freedom con-
tinues, we will continue to work for justice
at home, including justice for the victims of
violent crime.

I appreciate John Ashcroft’s leadership, his
stand on principle, and his wise counsel dur-
ing my time as the President. I appreciate
so very much Senator Feinstein and Senator
Kyl carrying this cause that I’m here to sup-
port. I want to thank the chairman, and I
want to thank the ranking member of the
Judiciary Committee for coming as well, Sen-
ator Leahy and Senator Hatch. I want to
thank all the Members from the United
States Congress for being here, Congress-
men Barrett and Chabot and Wicker.

I too want to thank John Walsh. I appre-
ciate not only you standing up for victims;
I appreciate you putting the pictures of the
Al Qaida killers on the TV screen to help
America remain alert, to help this country
understand that we’re still in danger from at-
tack. I want to thank you for being a good
American, and I want to thank you for help-
ing the cause.

I want to welcome the leaders of victim
rights groups from all around the country.
I particularly want to thank and congratulate
those who are award winners today.

As John mentioned, in the year 2000,
Americans were victims of millions of crimes.
Behind each of these numbers is a terrible
trauma, a story of suffering, and a story of
lost security. Yet, the needs of victims are
often an afterthought in our criminal justice
system. It’s not just; it’s not fair; and it must
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change. As we protect the rights of criminals,
we must take equal care to protect the rights
of the victims.

Many of the victims of crime have gotten
a crash course in the complications and frus-
trations of our criminal justice system. One
victim put it this way: ‘‘They explained the
defendant’s constitutional right to the nth de-
gree. They couldn’t do this, and they couldn’t
do that, because of his constitutional rights.
And I wondered what mine were. And they
told me, I hadn’t got any.’’ The guy sounded
like he came from Texas. [Laughter]

But too often, our system fails to inform
victims about proceedings involving bail and
pleas and sentencing and even about the
trials themselves. Too often, the process fails
to take the safety of victims into account
when deciding whether to release dangerous
offenders. Too often, the financial losses of
victims are ignored. And too often, victims
are not allowed to address the court at sen-
tencing and explain their suffering or even
to be present in the courtroom where their
victimizers are being tried.

When our criminal justice systems treats
victims as irrelevant bystanders, they are vic-
timized for a second time. And because
Americans are justifiably proud of our system
and expect it to treat us fairly, the second
violation of our rights can be traumatic. ‘‘It’s
like a huge slap,’’ said one victim, ‘‘because
you think the system will protect you. It’s
maddening and frightening.’’

Thirty years ago, a grassroots movement
began to stand up for the rights of victims.
It resulted in domestic violence shelters, sup-
port groups for families of homicide victims,
rape crisis centers. They exist in cities and
neighborhoods all across America, because
Americans care about their neighbors in
need. One good example is in John’s home
State of Missouri. It’s called Aids—Aid for
Victims of Crime, Inc., in which volunteers
provide counseling and court advocacy and
other essential services to the victims of
crime.

Victims’ rights groups are active every sin-
gle day. There isn’t a day that goes by that
they’re not involved in somebody’s life, and
they’re especially important during times of
disaster and crisis. You know, when the
bomber hit Oklahoma City, victims’ rights

groups were on the scene immediately there-
after to help. And the same happened after
9/11 in New York, in Washington, Pennsyl-
vania. Victims’ rights groups were there.
Hundreds of counselors and chaplains and
social workers, victims’ service providers
helped their fellow Americans deal with the
unspeakable pain and suffering caused by the
terrorist murders.

The Attorney General will shortly present
awards to outstanding individuals and groups
for their work on behalf of victims. I had
the honor of meeting the winners, and I want
to congratulate them publicly for loving your
neighbor just like you’d like to be loved your-
self. You’ve chosen to live out the words of
Saint Paul: ‘‘Be not overcome of evil, but
overcome evil with good.’’ And our Nation
struggles—as our Nation struggles to over-
come the evil of September the 11th, your
lives, the example you set, stand out as mod-
els of compassion and integrity.

The victims’ rights movement has touched
the conscience of this country, and our crimi-
nal justice system has begun to respond,
treating victims with greater respect. The
States as well as the Federal Government
have passed legal protections for victims.
However, those laws are insufficient to fully
recognize the rights of crime victims.

Victims of violent crime have important
rights that deserve protection in our Con-
stitution. And so today I announce my sup-
port for the bipartisan crime victims’ rights
amendment to the Constitution of the
United States. As I mentioned, this amend-
ment is sponsored by Senator Feinstein of
California, Senator Kyl of Arizona—one a
Democrat, one a Republican, both great
Americans.

This amendment makes some basic
pledges to Americans. Victims of violent
crime deserve the right to be notified of pub-
lic proceedings involving the crime. They de-
serve to be heard at public proceedings re-
garding the criminal’s sentence or potential
release. They deserve to have their safety
considered. They deserve consideration of
their claims of restitution. We must guar-
antee these rights for all the victims of violent
crime in America.

The Feinstein-Kyl amendment was written
with care and strikes a proper balance. Our
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legal system properly protects the rights of
the accused in the Constitution, but it does
not provide similar protection for the rights
of victims, and that must change.

The protection of victims’ rights is one of
those rare instances when amending the
Constitution is the right thing to do. And the
Feinstein-Kyl crime victims’ rights amend-
ment is the right way to do it.

May God bless you all, and may God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in the
Great Hall at the Robert F. Kennedy Department
of Justice Building. In his remarks, he referred
to John Walsh, host of the television series ‘‘Amer-
ica’s Most Wanted.’’ He also referred to S.J. Res.
35, the proposed amendment to the Constitution.

Remarks to the Leaders of the Fiscal
Responsibility Coalition
April 16, 2002

Well, thank you all very much. I appreciate
you coming and giving me a chance to discuss
the budget of our country.

First, I want to thank Ted Fowler and
Grady Rosier for leading this noble effort to
make sure that Congress gets the message
that fiscal sanity and discipline is important
as we fight our war against terror. I want
to thank the members of my administration
who are here, the Deputy Director of the
OMB; I don’t know where ‘‘The Blade’’ is,
but—[laughter]—he’s traveling. But I want
to thank you all very much for making up
the Fiscal Responsibility Coalition.

Now, last night was not only the night peo-
ple were supposed to file their taxes, but
Congress was supposed to file its budget. The
House has, and the Senate hasn’t acted yet.
But I want you to know that we fulfilled our
responsibility.

And I want to talk about budgeting in the
face of the war against terror and budgeting
in the face of a slowdown in our economy.
It’s an important issue because sound budg-
eting is going to determine whether or not—
and sound appropriating is going to deter-
mine whether or not people are going to be
able to find work.

First, I think it’s important on any budget
to set priorities. And I want to share with

you the three priorities that I’ve set and why
I did it. Homeland security: We’ve doubled
the amount of money available for homeland
security, because my most important job is
to protect our homeland. I need to be able
to say to the American people that you can
go about your lives because we’re doing ev-
erything we can to protect you. And we are.

We’ve got money in our budget for first-
time responders—those are your police and
your fire and your emergency medical
teams—so that they can have a capacity to
respond to any emergency that may occur,
if one does. We’ve got money for bioter-
rorism in our budget. We’ve got medicines
available. We’re beefing up the public health
units around the country. We’ve got money
in our budget for border security. I mean,
let’s be frank about it, we’ve got to know—
do a better job about knowing who’s coming
in and why they’re coming into America, how
long they intend to stay, and whether or not
they’re staying for as long as they say they’re
staying.

We beefed up our Coast Guard to make
sure that our ports and—ports of entry are
better protected. We’re doing a much better
job here in America of communicating be-
tween law enforcement agencies. We’ve got
money in our budget to modernize the ca-
pacity for the FBI to communicate internally,
as well as with other law enforcement agen-
cies around the country.

You just need to know that any time we
get any hint that somebody might be thinking
about doing something to America, we’re re-
sponding. We’re chasing down every possible
lead to make sure the homeland is secure.

But the reality is, is that the way to secure
the homeland is to find these killers, wher-
ever they try to hide, and bring them to jus-
tice. That’s the best way to secure America.
I know some Americans wonder what is—
how long this is going to go on. The answer
is, for however long it takes. History has
called us into action. We’re not going to
blink. We’re not going to get tired. We’re
going to do what is necessary to defend our
freedoms.

I like to tell people in these speeches I’m
giving that I can’t imagine what went through
the mind of the killers. They must have
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thought we were so materialistic, so self-ab-
sorbed, that all we were going to do was file
a lawsuit. [Laughter] They found out that we
think differently here.

And so my budget prioritizes our national
defense. It’s the biggest increase in the de-
fense budget in 20 years. And there’s a cou-
ple of reasons why. First, any time we send
our troops into harm’s way, they’ve got to
have the best training, the best equipment,
the best possible pay. I mean, we owe it to
our soldiers that it be this way.

And secondly, the size of the budget re-
quest ought to indicate to the American peo-
ple that we’re in it for the—and the enemy,
by the way—that we’re in this for the long
pull; that there is no calendar on my desk
that says, ‘‘Oh, by the way, this thing must
end by such and such a moment.’’ That’s just
not the way I’m thinking, and it’s not the
way our military is thinking. And the Con-
gress needs to understand that as well, that
it’s expensive to fight for freedom, but it’s
not too expensive because it’s freedom we
fight for.

These people, these terrorists still want to
hit us. They’re cold-blooded murderers.
That’s just what they are, and we’re denying
them places to hide. And slowly but surely,
we’re going to get them. And just ask their
chief operating officer, Abu Zubaydah, what
it’s like to be on the wrong side of the United
States of America. We got him, and Amer-
ica’s safer for it, but there’s more out there.

I feel the same way, by the way, about
nations that are going to develop these weap-
ons of mass destruction, who have got a his-
tory of hating America, hating freedom, and
using these weapons against their own peo-
ple, for example. I’ve got one country in
mind, as I laid out that characteristic.
[Laughter]

But we can’t, for the good of our children
and for the sake of our future, allow them
ever to team up with an Al Qaida organiza-
tion and try to hold us hostage or hold the
free world hostage. And it’s just not going
to happen. I’m going to be patient and delib-
erate, be steady. And our budget reflects
that.

And so—and the third priority has been
to make sure that we promote economic vi-
tality and growth. And so the priority in the

budget was the tax cut that many of you
worked on and is now in place. And I will
tell you that I remember giving speech after
speech after speech saying our economy
needs a tax cut. It’s important to let people
have their own money so that they can spend.
And when they do, demand increases, and
then somebody will meet that demand with
a good or a service, and then somebody will
be able to find work. And it made a huge
difference in our—in the vitality of our econ-
omy that we cut the taxes. Those taxes need
to be permanent, by the way. And I look for-
ward to working—[applause].

And the budget also included a blueprint
for the economic stimulus plan that I signed.
And again, I want to thank some of you in
this room for working on this—a good thing.

And so I urge Congress to get moving on
the appropriations process, particularly when
it comes to the Defense bill. Generally, here
in Washington, they wait and put the De-
fense bill out last. I’m not going to read any
reasons why into that; it just happens. I’ll let
the experts tell you why.

It seems like, to me, if we’re at war—and
we are at war—that they ought to get the
Defense appropriations bill out first and not
play games with the Defense appropriations.
And so I’m asking Congress to do that. I’ve
made this clear to the leadership. I had a
breakfast; they were—seemed to be very re-
sponsive. And now it’s time for the appropri-
ators to act.

I also ask Congress to pass the supple-
mental that we submitted. It’s emergency
funding for defense and homeland security
and economic security, and we’d like to get
that done by Memorial Day. It’s time for
them to get that supplemental passed.

The key, however, in making sure that this
all fits together is that Congress understand
the consequences of excessive spending be-
yond the priorities. The budget we submitted
sets our priorities, but areas outside of our
priorities will increase in expenditure by 2
percent, which is a pretty darn healthy in-
crease in times of war. It means that we’re
going to meet other obligations. The edu-
cation bill, for example, is an increase, after
a substantial increase from last year.

And one of the things that I’m urging Con-
gress is to make sure that when they begin
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to think about programs and what they’re
going to spend the money on, is to think of
the lessons of the past. We must not repeat
the mistakes in the sixties, when increased
spending required by war was not balanced
by slower spending in the rest of Govern-
ment, that the appropriators thought, ‘‘What
the heck, we’ll just spend it on everything
without any fiscal discipline in Washington,
DC.’’ And as a result, in the seventies, we
faced unemployment and growing deficits
and spiraling inflation.

In times of—now is the time for us to be
responsible when it comes to spending the
people’s money. That’s not to say that it’s not
always time to be responsible when it comes
to spending the people’s money, but it’s a
time to be disciplined. The lesson ought to
be clear that when you have excess spending,
it’s going to cost people their jobs, and Con-
gress has got to be very careful about that.

The recession—no question, I remember
when I was campaigning, I said, would you
ever deficit spend? Or—and I said, ‘‘Yes, only
if there were a time of war, or recession, or
a national emergency.’’ Never thought we’d
get—[laughter]. And so we have a temporary
deficit in our budget, because we are at war,
we’re recovering, our economy is recovering,
and we’ve had a national emergency. But
never did I dream we’d have the trifecta.
[Laughter]

But the key is to make sure it’s as small
as possible and to make sure it doesn’t last
very long. And so you’ll hear some who will
say, ‘‘Well, let’s raise taxes as the way to deal
with this temporary deficit.’’ That, of course,
would slow the economy down. It would
make deficits worse.

The best way to make sure that we get
rid of this deficit, this short-term, temporary
deficit, is to continue stimulating our econ-
omy—more jobs, more growth equals more
tax revenues—and at the same time, have
strong fiscal discipline here in Washington,
DC.

If we restrain spending, even though we’re
at war, even though our economy is still
clunking along, if we react responsibly, we
can return to a balanced budget—something
I want—as early as 2004. But tough choices
on Capitol have to be made.

I intend to help them make those choices.
I want them to—[applause]. I think we can
do so in the spirit of cooperation, focusing
on what’s best for America. This doesn’t have
to be a time for harsh partisanship, where
people are trying to advance their own polit-
ical agendas as opposed to focusing on what’s
best for the country.

What’s best for the country is winning the
war on terror, buttoning up the homeland,
and keeping this economy growing so people
can find work. That’s what’s best for the
country. And we don’t have to get into need-
less partisan screeching over the budget.
We’ve got to be wise and reasonable with
the people’s money.

And we’ve got to have some goals, and I’ve
set the goals in terms of the war and set the
goals in terms of the homeland. Our econ-
omy needs to get growing. But we also can
focus on making sure we end this deficit. And
we can do so, if the United States Congress
does not overspend. And that’s what I’m here
to ask for your help on.

I know you’re interested in our country.
I know you’re most interested in the budg-
eting process. And we need your help, to
help them hold the line on spending. You’ve
got a tool, and that’s called your voice, and
the people you work with. And I’ve got a
tool, and that’s called a veto. [Laughter] And
perhaps—and together—[applause]—I don’t
think that’s going to be necessary, because
I believe, in this difficult time for America,
there’s a common spirit on Capitol Hill and
one that we can promote and use for the
benefit of the people.

And let me conclude by telling you, as peo-
ple who’ve got influence in your communities
and around the country, that there is a way
you can help fight in this war against terror
beyond trying to affect the budget, make sure
you keep employing people. And that is, to
love your neighbor like you’d like to be loved
yourself; that if you’re interested in fighting
evil, do some good. Mentor a child; tell your
own children you love them every single day;
help a shut-in; get your church or synagogue
or mosque to feed the hungry. Always re-
member there are pockets of despair and
hopelessness in America, pockets of—places
where—but a place that can be changed, as
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a result of a loving soul entering someone’s
life.

The best way to fight evil in America is,
do some good. And it’s those collective acts
of kindness and decency and compassion
which will not only—stands America squarely
in the face of evil, but which will turn the
evil acts done to us as incredible good for
people, people all around the country.

This is a great country. There’s no doubt
in my mind that not only will we be able
to achieve peace, but we’ll achieve a hopeful
America for everybody.

Thank you all for coming, and may God
bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. in Presi-
dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred
to Fiscal Responsibility Coalition members Theo-
dore M. Fowler, Jr., chairman of the board, Na-
tional Restaurant Association, and W. Grady
Rosier, chairman of the board, National Associa-
tion of Wholesaler-Distributors; Deputy Director
Nancy Dorn and Director Mitch Daniels, Office
of Management and Budget; and Abu Zubaydah,
a leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization who
was captured March 28.

Memorandum of Waiver and
Certification of Statutory Provisions
Regarding the Palestine Liberation
Organization
April 16, 2002

Presidential Determination No. 2002–14

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Waiver and Certification of
Statutory Provisions Regarding the Palestine
Liberation Organization

Pursuant to the authority vested in me
under section 534(d) of the Foreign Oper-
ations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2002, Public Law
107–115, I hereby determine and certify that
it is important to the national security inter-
ests of the United States to waive the provi-
sions of section 1003 of the Anti-Terrorism
Act of 1987, Public Law 100–204.

This waiver shall be effective for a period
of 6 months from the date hereof. You are
hereby authorized and directed to transmit

this determination to the Congress and to
publish it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Remarks at the Virginia Military
Institute in Lexington, Virginia
April 17, 2002

Well, thank you all very much. At ease.
Thank you all very much for that warm wel-
come. General Myers, thank you. General
Bunting and General Casey, Secretary
Marsh, Congressman Goodlatte, Albert
Beveridge, members of the corps of cadets,
distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen.

I want to thank you for your warm wel-
come and thank you for inviting me to one
of America’s great institutions. I brought
along a little graduation present. I’m sure
you’ll like it; some of you will need it.
[Laughter] As Commander in Chief, I here-
by grant amnesty. [Applause] General Bun-
ting, I’m sure you can tell who needed it.
[Laughter] And I know you’ll be generous
in the interpretation of this doctrine. [Laugh-
ter]

I want to congratulate the winners of the
George C. Marshall ROTC Award. The more
than 260 young men and women who rep-
resent—the winners represent the best of
our country and the best future for the
United States Army. You stand out among
the nearly 30,000 young Americans who are
today enrolled in the Army ROTC, the offi-
cers who will serve in the military of the fu-
ture and one day will lead it.

A majority of the Army’s current officers
started out in the ROTC. For nearly 90 years,
this great program has developed leaders and
shaped character. Those looking for idealism
on the college campuses of America will find
it in the men and women of the ROTC.
ROTC’s traditions and values are a contribu-
tion and a credit to every college and every
university where they’re found.

Secretary of State Colin Powell was in the
ROTC at City College of New York, an expe-
rience that helped set the course of his life.
In his own words, he said this: ‘‘The order,
the self-discipline, the pride that had been
instilled in me by our ROTC prepared me
well for my Army career or, for that matter,

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 08:18 Apr 23, 2002 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00024 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P16APT4.019 pfrm09 PsN: P16APT4



643Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Apr. 17

any career I might have chosen.’’ Colin Pow-
ell’s career has taken him from service in
Vietnam to the top rank in the military and
now on a peace mission to the Middle East.
America is fortunate and I am proud to have
ROTC graduate Colin Powell serving our
country.

Only one other Army general has gone on
to serve as Secretary of State, and that was
George Marshall himself, VMI’s highest
ranking cadet in the class of 1901.

As Army Chief of Staff, General Marshall
became the architect of America’s victory in
the Second World War. He fought tena-
ciously against our enemies and then worked
just as hard to secure the peace. President
Truman considered George C. Marshall the
greatest man he knew. Above all, said Win-
ston Churchill, Marshall ‘‘always fought vic-
toriously against defeatism, discouragement,
and disillusionment.’’ The key to morale and
to victory, Marshall said, is ‘‘steadfastness and
courage and hope.’’

And today, we are called to defend free-
dom against ruthless enemies. And once
again, we need steadfastness, courage, and
hope. The war against terror will be long.
And as George Marshall so clearly under-
stood, it will not be enough to make the
world safer; we must also work to make the
world better.

In the days just after September the 11th,
I told the American people that this would
be a different war, fought on many fronts.
Today, around the world, we make progress
on the many fronts. In some cases, we use
military force. In others, we’re fighting
through diplomacy, financial pressure, or
special operations. In every case, we will de-
feat the threats against our country and the
civilized world.

Our progress—our progress is measured
day by day, terrorist by terrorist. We recently
apprehended one of Al Qaida’s top leaders,
a man named Abu Zubaydah. He was spend-
ing a lot of time as one of the top operating
officials of Al Qaida, plotting and planning
murder. He’s not plotting, and he’s not plan-
ning anymore. He’s under lock and key, and
we’re going to give him some company.
We’re hunting down the killers one by one.

We’re learning a lot about Al Qaida oper-
ations and their plans. As our enemies have

fled their hideouts in Afghanistan, they left
some things behind. We found laptop com-
puters, drawings, and maps. And through
them, we’re gaining a clearer picture of the
terrorists’ targets and their methods.

Our international coalition against these
killers is strong and united and acting. Euro-
pean nations have frozen almost $50 million
in suspected terrorist assets, and that’s im-
portant. Many European states are taking ag-
gressive and effective law enforcement action
to join us in rounding up these terrorists and
their cells. We’re making good progress. Yet,
it’s important for Americans to know this war
will not be quick, and this war will not be
easy.

The first phase of our military operation
was in Afghanistan, where our Armed Forces
continue to perform with bravery and with
skill. You’ve got to understand that, as we
routed out the Taliban, they weren’t sent in
to conquer; they were sent in to liberate. And
they succeeded, and our military makes us
proud.

The battles in Afghanistan are not over.
American and allied troops are taking risks
today in what we call Operation Mountain
Lion, hunting down the Al Qaida and Taliban
forces and keeping them on the run. Coali-
tion naval forces, in the largest combined flo-
tilla since World War II, are patrolling escape
routes and intercepting ships to search for
terrorists and their supplies.

As the spring thaw comes, we expect cells
of trained killers to try to regroup, to murder,
create mayhem, and try to undermine Af-
ghanistan’s efforts to build a lasting peace.
We know this from not only intelligence but
from the history of military conflict in Af-
ghanistan. It’s been one of initial success fol-
lowed by long years of floundering and ulti-
mate failure. We’re not going to repeat that
mistake.

In the United States of America, the ter-
rorists have chosen a foe unlike they have
any—they have never faced before. They’ve
never faced a country like ours before: We’re
tough; we’re determined; we’re relentless.
We will stay until the mission is done.

We know that true peace will only be
achieved when we give the Afghan people
the means to achieve their own aspirations.
Peace—peace will be achieved by helping
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Afghanistan develop its own stable govern-
ment. Peace will be achieved by helping Af-
ghanistan train and develop its own national
army. And peace will be achieved through
an education system for boys and girls which
works.

We’re working hard in Afghanistan. We’re
clearing minefields. We’re rebuilding roads.
We’re improving medical care. And we will
work to help Afghanistan to develop an econ-
omy that can feed its people without feeding
the world’s demand for drugs.

And we help the Afghan people recover
from the Taliban rule. And as we do so, we
find mounting horror—evidence of horror.
In the Hazarajat region, the Red Cross has
found signs of massacres committed by the
Taliban last year, victims who lie in mass
graves. This is the legacy of the first regime
to fall in the war against terror. These mass
graves are a reminder of the kind of enemy
we have fought and have defeated. And they
are the kind of evil we continue to fight.

By helping to build an Afghanistan that is
free from this evil and is a better place in
which to live, we are working in the best tra-
ditions of George Marshall. Marshall knew
that our military victory against enemies in
World War II had to be followed by a moral
victory that resulted in better lives for indi-
vidual human beings.

After 1945, the United States of America
was the only nation in the world strong
enough to help rebuild a Europe and a Japan
that had been decimated by World War II.
Today, our former enemies are our friends,
and Europe and Japan are strong partners
in the rebuilding of Afghanistan. This trans-
formation is a powerful testimony to the suc-
cess of Marshall’s vision and a beacon to light
the path that we too must follow.

In the second phase of the war on terror,
our military and law enforcement intel-
ligence officers are helping countries around
the world in their efforts to crack down on
terror within their borders. Global terrorism
will be defeated only by global response. We
must prevent Al Qaida from moving its oper-
ations to other countries. We must deny ter-
rorists the funds they need to operate. We
must deny them safe havens to plan new hor-
rors and indoctrinate new recruits.

We’re working with Yemen’s Government
to prevent terrorists from reassembling
there. We sent troops to help train local
forces in the Philippines, to help them defeat
terrorists trying to establish a militant re-
gime. And in the Republic of Georgia, we
provide temporary help to its military as it
routs out a terrorist cell near the Russian bor-
der. Wherever global terror threatens the
civilized world, we and our friends and our
allies will respond and will respond deci-
sively.

Every nation that joins our cause is wel-
come. Every nation that needs our help will
have it. And no nation can be neutral.
Around the world, the nations must choose.
They are with us, or they’re with the terror-
ists.

And in the Middle East, where acts of ter-
ror have triggered mounting violence, all par-
ties have a choice to make. Every leader,
every state must choose between two sepa-
rate paths, the path of peace or the path of
terror. In the stricken faces of mothers, Pal-
estinian mothers and Israeli mothers, the en-
tire world is witnessing the agonizing cost of
this conflict. Now, every nation and every
leader in the region must work to end terror.

All parties have responsibilities. These re-
sponsibilities are not easy, but they’re clear.
And Secretary of State Powell is helping
make them clear. I want to thank Secretary
Powell for his hard work at a difficult task.
He returns home having made progress to-
wards peace.

We’re confronting hatred that is centuries
old, disputes that have lingered for decades.
But I want you to know, I will continue to
lead toward a vision of peace.

We will continue to remind folks they have
responsibilities in the short run to defuse the
current crisis. The Palestinian Authority must
act—must act on its words of condemnation
against terror. Israel must continue its with-
drawals. And all Arab states must step up
to their responsibilities. The Egyptians and
Jordanians and Saudis have helped in the
wider war on terrorism, and they must help
confront terrorism in the Middle East. All
parties have a responsibility to stop funding
or inciting terror. And all parties must say
clearly that a murderer is not a martyr; he
or she is just a murderer.
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And all parties must realize that the only
vision for a long-term solution is for two
states—Israel, Palestine—to live side by side
in security and in peace. That will require
hard choices and leadership by Israelis, Pal-
estinians, and their Arab neighbors. The time
is now for all to make the choice for peace.

And finally, the civilized world faces a
grave threat from weapons of mass destruc-
tion. A small number of outlaw regimes today
possess and are developing chemical and bio-
logical and nuclear weapons. They’re build-
ing missiles to deliver them and at the same
time cultivating ties to terrorist groups. In
their threat to peace, in their mad ambitions,
in their destructive potential, and in the re-
pression of their own people, these regimes
constitute an axis of evil, and the world must
confront them.

America, along with other nations, will op-
pose the proliferation of dangerous weapons
and technologies. We will proceed with mis-
sile defenses to protect the American people,
our troops, and our friends and allies. And
America will take the necessary action to op-
pose emerging threats.

We’ll be deliberate, and we will work with
our friends and allies. And as we do so, we
will uphold our duty to defend freedom. We
will fight against terrorist organizations in dif-
ferent ways, with different tactics, in dif-
ferent places. And we will fight the threat
from weapons of mass destruction in dif-
ferent ways, with different tactics, in dif-
ferent places.

Yet, our objective is always the same: We
will defeat global terror, and we will not allow
the world’s most dangerous regimes to
threaten us with the world’s most dangerous
weapons.

America has a much greater purpose than
just eliminating threats and containing re-
sentment, because we believe in the dignity
and value of every individual. America seeks
hope and opportunity for all people in all cul-
tures. And that is why we’re helping to re-
build Afghanistan. And that is why we’ve
launched a new compact for development
through the Millennium Challenge Account.
And that is why we work for free trade, to
lift people out of poverty throughout the
world.

A better world can seem very distant when
children are sent to kill other children and
old hatreds are stoked and carefully passed
from one generation to another and a violent
few love death more than life. Yet hatred,
fanaticism are not the way of the future, be-
cause the hopes of humanity are always
stronger than its hatreds.

And these hopes are universal in every
country and in every country—in every cul-
ture. Men and women everywhere want to
live in dignity, to create and build and own,
to raise their children in peace and security.

The way to a peaceful future can be found
in the nonnegotiable demands of human dig-
nity. Dignity requires the rule of law, limits
on the power of the state, respect for women,
private property, equal justice, religious tol-
erance. No nation owns these principles. No
nation is exempt from them.

Sixty years ago, few would have predicted
the triumph of these values in Germany and
Japan. Fifteen years ago, few would have pre-
dicted the advance of these values in Russia.
Yet, Americans are not surprised. We know
that the demands of human dignity are writ-
ten in every heart. The demands have a
power and momentum of their own, defying
all pessimism. And they are destined to
change lives and nations on every continent.

America has acted on these hopes
throughout our history. General George
Marshall is admired for the war he fought,
yet best remembered for the peace he se-
cured. The Marshall plan, rebuilding Europe
and lifting up former enemies, showed that
America is not content with military victory
alone. Americans always see a greater hope
and a better day, and America sees a just
and hopeful world beyond the war on terror.

Many of you will help achieve this better
world. At a young age, you’ve taken up a
great calling. You’ll serve your country and
our values. You’ll protect your fellow citizens.
And by your effort and example, you will ad-
vance the cause of freedom around the
world. And so I’m here to thank you for your
commitment and congratulate you on the
high honor you have received.

May God bless you all, and may God bless
America.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in Cam-
eron Hall as part of the George C. Marshall
ROTC Award Seminar. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gen. Richard B. Myers, USAF, Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Maj. Gen. (Vir-
ginia militia) Josiah Bunting III, superintendent,
Virgina Military Institute; Maj. Gen. John T.D.
Casey, USA, commanding general, U.S. Army
Cadet Command; former Secretary of the Army
John O. Marsh, Jr.; Albert J. Beveridge III, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, George C. Mar-
shall Foundation; and Abu Zubaydah, a leader of
the Al Qaida terrorist organization who was cap-
tured March 28.

Proclamation 7542—Death of
Byron R. White
April 17, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As a mark of respect for the memory of

Byron R. White, retired Associate Justice of
the Supreme Court of the United States, I
hereby order, by the authority vested in me
as President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States of America, that the flag
of the United States shall be flown at half-
staff on the day of his interment. On such
day the flag shall be flown at half-staff until
sunset upon all public buildings and grounds,
at all military posts and naval stations, and
on all naval vessels of the Federal Govern-
ment in the District of Columbia and
throughout the United States and its Terri-
tories and possessions; and at all U.S. embas-
sies, legations, consular offices, and other fa-
cilities abroad, including all military facilities
and naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:09 a.m., April 19, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 22.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Andres Pastrana of
Colombia and an Exchange With
Reporters
April 18, 2002

President Bush. Before the President and
I will answer a couple of questions from both
the U.S. side and the Colombian side, I do
want to welcome my friend Andres Pastrana
back to the White House.

President Pastrana is a—has taken on a
huge task in his country. One is to defend
democracy and the institutions of democracy,
and he’s done a great job at that. Secondly,
is to fight—is to fight narcotrafficking. He
has led a valiant effort at eradicating coca
fields, standing strong against the
narcotraffickers.

And as well, he fights terrorism in his
country. He fights well-organized, well-fund-
ed groups that are out to destroy democracy
in Colombia. And he has been strong in his
support for democracy not only in his own
country but in the region. We had a good
discussion about a variety of issues about how
to change the focus of our strategy from
counternarcotics to include counter-
terrorism. I explained to him that a supple-
mental I sent up to the United States Con-
gress would do just that.

As well, we talked about the need to get
the Andean Trade Preference Act passed out
of United States Senate, reconciled if there’s
any differences with the House of Represent-
atives, and to my desk as quickly as possible.
I am a strong supporter of trade with the
Andean—with our Andean friends. The
President knows first hand how important
that trade is, not only for commercial reasons
but also as a way to help fight against
narcotrafficking, provide opportunities for
people in his country.

This is a good friend, and it’s my honor
to welcome him back to the White House.

Mr. President.
President Pastrana. Thank you very

much, President Bush. Once again, thank
you for having us here in the Oval Office.
I think you’ve said everything.

The only thing that I wanted to say is, first
of all, thank you for your help, for your lead-
ership in helping Colombia and helping the
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world. At the end, we are fighting a common
enemy that is narcotrafficking and
narcoterrorism. We have full support of
President Bush and the Government, first in
trying to, as you said, Mr. President, in
change of authorities—the use of the military
equipment sent by the United States to
Colombia to be used against also
narcoterrorism, not only against narco-
trafficking.

Secondly, as you said, you have been a big
supporter of ATPA. The Andean preference
act is fundamental for us. It’s commerce. As
we said, we don’t want aid; we want com-
merce. And that’s what we need in Colombia,
also, as one of the big components of the
social side of Plan Colombia; that is, social
investment. And social investment is jobs,
better jobs and well-paid jobs.

So I think that with the help of the Gov-
ernment, but the most important, with the
help of the U.S. Congress, we will have
ATPA before the end of May. And that’s
going to be fundamental to continue our fight
on drugs.

So thank you very much, Mr. President,
for all your help.

President Bush. De la AP, Senor Fournier
[Ron Fournier, Associated Press].

Q. I think that’s you, Ron. [Laughter]

Venezuela
Q. Mr. President, if I could ask you about

another Latin American issue. Your adminis-
tration was slow to condemn the Venezuelan
coup. How does that square with your war
on terrorism rhetoric, that America will al-
ways stand up for democratic values?

President Bush. My administration was
very clear, when there were troubles on the
streets in Venezuela, that we support democ-
racy and did not support any
extraconstitutional action. My administration
spoke with a very clear voice about our strong
support of democracy.

It is very important for President Chavez
to do what he said he was going to do, to
address the reasons why there was so much
turmoil on the streets. And it’s very impor-
tant for him to embrace those institutions
which are fundamental to democracy, includ-
ing freedom of press and freedom for—the
ability for the opposition to speak out.

And if there’s lessons to be learned, it’s
important that he learn them.

Mr. President, care to comment on that?
President Pastrana. Yes. First of all, I

think there’s no doubt in Latin America of
the support and promotion of President Bush
on democracy in the region. I think that’s
something that nobody could put in doubt
of your support in promotion of democracy
in the whole region.

As you said, what we’re expecting is that
President Chavez said in his speech that he’s
going to be a—try to look for a reconciliation
inside Venezuela, that he is going to correct
many mistakes. And we hope that what he’s
going to correct is toward strengthening de-
mocracy, respect, as you said Mr. President,
civil laws, give guarantees to the opposition,
the freedom of the press, respect of human
rights. And that’s what all Latin America are
supporting and what we want in the case of
President Chavez.

In our case, for example, I think one of
the mistakes was regarding the presence of
the guerilla groups in Venezuela. Yesterday,
unfortunately, Mr. President, the media, na-
tional and international, we had information
that Mexico closed the office of the
narcoterrorist group in Mexico. And the first
information is that they could be in Ven-
ezuela.

So that’s why today, Mr. President, I’m
sending a letter through my Minister of For-
eign Affairs to the Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Venezuela, asking if there is the FARC,
these members of the FARC are present in
Venezuela or not; that we need that informa-
tion. We approved a very clear resolution in
the Group Rio meeting in Costa Rica last
week, supporting what you promote in the
Security Council, ban any presence of terror-
ists in any countries. And that’s what we want
to do in Latin America.

Northern Command

Q. Mr. President, how do you respond to
the reaction of Canada and Mexico to partici-
pate with troops in the Northern Command
that was announced yesterday by Secretary
of Defense Rumsfeld? Do you think Mexico
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and Canada will, in the future, participate
with troops in the Northern Command?

President Bush. Well, I think that the re-
structuring of our command structure really
represents that we’re in a new world and that
we face new threats. Our relationships with
Canada and Mexico will not change as a re-
sult of restructuring. It’s a better way for us
to organize against an enemy that is willing
to strike at America and our neighborhood.
And that’s what this reflects. It reflects the
ability to coordinate a possible response
against an enemy that’s fearless.

And these are killers. They’re coldblooded
killers. And they’ve hit us before, and they
want to hit us again. And so the unified com-
mand structure now is going to reflect the
true threats that we face.

We used to not face these threats in the
past. We thought two oceans would keep us
safe. We thought there’s no way that an
enemy could possibly strike America again
after Pearl Harbor. And were we wrong. We
were really wrong.

And so that——
Q. Mr. President——
President Bush. Excuse me for a second,

please. And so therefore, it is very important
for us to make sure that we prepare our mili-
tary, as well as our respective homeland secu-
rities, against attacks. So not only are we
looking at how—for a new command struc-
ture for military, we’re also working very
closely with Canada, y tambien Mexico—on
making sure that our border is more secure,
on making sure that we’ve got better intel-
ligence sharing, on making sure that coopera-
tion at all levels is as good as it can possibly
be.

And it is as good as it can possibly be. I’m
real pleased with the efforts we’re making
with our neighbors.

Venezuela/War on Terrorism
Q. Mr. President, do you believe, as Presi-

dent Pastrana said, that Colombian guerrillas
are operating from Venezuelan territory? Is
there anything that the United States can do
to help him fight that?

And you mentioned freedom of the press
when you were talking about things Presi-
dent Chavez should do. What other specific

things do you think he should do following
this coup?

President Bush. Well, first, the reason I
mentioned freedom of the press is because
when things got hot in Venezuela, he shut
the press down. I want you all—I’ve never
thought about doing that, no matter how—
what kind of questions these guys ask here.
[Laughter]

Mr. President, I’ve always believed in a
free press. I don’t care how tough the ques-
tions are, or as significantly, how they edito-
rialize in their news stories, but neverthe-
less—because I respect the press, and so
should President Chavez. It’s essential he do
that.

And so there’s a good example of what I’m
talking about. When the pressure gets on,
leaders should not compromise those institu-
tions that are so important for democracy.
The right for opponents to speak out is essen-
tial. There is—one of the things that is essen-
tial is that people be given the liberty of ex-
pressing their opinion without fear of re-
prisal.

The first part of your question was whether
or not FARC is utilizing Venezuela to strike
our friend. I’ll let our friend speak to that.
He’s a man who has to live with this problem.
We discussed this very issue. I am—and by
the way, it’s not just FARC basing in Ven-
ezuela to strike Colombia; it’s as well FARC
striking Venezuelan ranchers that aren’t pro-
tected by the Venezuelan Government.

But why don’t you speak to that, Mr. Presi-
dent?

President Pastrana. Thank you, Mr.
President. I think that, as you remember
some weeks ago, there was—announced that
FARC was using the Venezuelan territory to
attack the Colombian militaries. And these
were, as you remember, 2 or 3 days before
all the crises in Venezuela. The chief com-
mander of the army, General Vasquez, per-
sonally said to President Chavez that FARC
was using Venezuelan territory to attack Co-
lombia.

So that’s why we had a meeting last week,
the 10th of April, between the Foreign Min-
ister of Colombia and the Foreign Minister
of Venezuela, because we are asking ques-
tions and we want answers of what was hap-
pening. And we proposed the creation of a
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binational commission between Colombia
and Venezuela to study all these reports that
were putting on the press and on the media
by journalists of Colombia and Venezuela, of
the presence of the FARC on Venezuelan
territory.

That’s why we sent the letter yesterday,
asking the Venezuelan Government if it’s
true that members of the FARC that were
turned away from Mexico—the office of the
FARC was closed in Mexico—we were ask-
ing, and we want answers, if these guys are
or not in Venezuela. That’s what we’re ex-
pecting of the answer of the Foreign Minister
of Venezuela.

Q. Mr. President, what will be your mes-
sage, then, for countries—in this case, Ven-
ezuela—or other countries that might open
their doors to so-called terrorists?

President Bush. Well, we’ve spent a lot
of time talking about—these aren’t ‘‘so-
called’’ terrorists; these are terrorists in Co-
lombia. And the reason they’re terrorists is
because they’re using murder to try to
achieve political ends. They tried to blow up
the recent—recently tried to blow up the
man running for President. They’ve captured
people. They’re after Andres.

And so my message is that we will work
with you to rout out terror. We’ve put FARC,
AUC, on our terrorist list. We’ve called them
for what they are. These are killers who use
killing and intimidation to foster political
means. And we want to join, with Plan Co-
lombia’s billions of dollars, to not only fight
the—and by fighting narcotrafficking, by the
way, we’re fighting the funding source for
these political terrorists. And sometimes
they’re interchangeable.

And we’ve got to be strong in the fight
against terror. And the United States—listen,
my biggest job now is to defend our security
and to help our friends defend their security
against terror. That’s what I spend a lot of
my time doing. And each area of the world
requires a different response—that in some
parts of the world, we’ll do it militarily; in
some parts of the world, we’ll help our
friends to deal militarily; in some parts of
the world, perhaps, we can rout out terror
through just simply cutting off money; in
other parts of the world, diplomacy seems
to have an effect. We’re working with our

friends in Europe to use their law enforce-
ment officials to arrest known Al Qaida killers
hiding in their country, or plotters.

We’ve been at this now for 7 months. Co-
lombia has been at this for a lot longer period
of time. And we’re beginning to make a lot
of progress. They key to success is not to
grow tired in the fight against terror. And
I can assure you I won’t. I know this good
President is dedicated to fighting terror.

And it’s essential for Colombia to succeed
in this war against terror in order for her
people to realize the vast potential of a great,
democratic country. Colombia is an essential
part of a peaceful South America. Colombia
has got a fantastic tradition, a noble tradition
of democracy. It’s led the way. And I’m con-
fident that with the right leadership and the
right help from America, the kind of leader-
ship Andres is providing now, that Colombia
can succeed. And it’s in everybody’s interests
that she does succeed.

Listen, thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Hugo Chavez of Ven-
ezuela; FARC, the Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia; and AUC, the United Self-Defense
Forces/Group of Colombia. President Pastrana re-
ferred to Foreign Minister Guillermo Fernandez
of Colombia and Foreign Minister Luis Alfonso
Davila of Venezuela.

Remarks at the President’s
Environmental Youth Awards
Ceremony
April 18, 2002

Welcome to the Rose Garden, and thanks
for coming. Congratulations on what you’ve
done for our country. I know you’re proud
to be here, and I know your moms and dads
are proud that you’re here too. And I want
to thank your teachers that are here with you
as well. Teaching is a noble profession, and
we appreciate your care for the country and
the future of our country. So, welcome. The
Rose Garden really is a fitting place to honor
people who care about our environment. As
you can see, it’s a really beautiful place.

I want to thank so much the award winners
for turning idealism into action, for taking
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a great spirit and love for our country and
doing something about that spirit and love
for our country. Communities are better as
a result, but as importantly, you’re providing
a really good example of service. You’re
showing other people that people can make
a difference in people’s lives, and that’s really
important.

I want to thank Christie Todd Whitman
for being such a great Administrator of the
EPA. You know, she and I were Governors
together. She was the Governor of New Jer-
sey, and I was the Governor of Texas. And
I got to know her well as a great Governor.
I knew that when I picked her, she’d be really
good at this job, and I want to thank her
for her service.

I want to thank the Members of the Con-
gress who are here. We’ve got a Senator here
today; Senator Specter is here. We’re
pleased. Zach Wamp and Rob Simmons and
Jeff Flake from Tennessee, Connecticut, and
Arizona, I want to thank you all for coming
as well. I want to thank the regional adminis-
trators of the EPA for being here. I want
to thank you for your hard work and appre-
ciate your dedication to the country.

You know, America has learned a lot about
ourself in the last 7 months—we really have.
We’ve seen the unity and public spirit of our
country. We’ve seen a great good that can
come out of a terrible, terrible evil. And
we’ve rediscovered the importance of taking
a stand, of serving something greater than
ourself. It’s a really important lesson of Sep-
tember the 11th, that in order to fight evil,
you can do so by doing some good.

I’ve asked Americans to dedicate 4,000
hours, the equivalent of 2 years of your lives,
to serving your neighbors and your Nation.
As part of joining the war against terror, dedi-
cate 4,000 hours to help somebody or some
cause or some community.

Our winners today have gone a long way
toward meeting that goal already. I may have
to assign you another 4,000 hours here pretty
soon. [Laughter] You’ve developed the good
habits of service, and you’re making a big
difference in a very important area, and that’s
our Nation’s environment.

Good stewardship begins with the simplest
of things. That’s what’s interesting about the
environmental movement. What may appear

to be a small act is really important, cleaning
up a park or recycling or encouraging people
and showing people how to conserve energy.
Good stewardship means understanding the
consequences of our actions and convincing
others to not needlessly destroy our environ-
ment. A good steward also understands that
we share this Earth with other creatures, and
we have a responsibility to provide them
places to live and areas to roam.

In serving others, I think you’ve shown
good works don’t have to be these huge
projects. What may seem like a small act
when taken alone can produce tremendous
results when combined with the efforts of
others.

Thirty young Americans are going to re-
ceive an award today. And if you multiply
their works by a hundred or a thousand or
a million, you’ve got more than just projects;
you’ve got a movement. When citizens take
responsibility for our environment, there’s no
limit for the good they can do.

The Federal Government has got respon-
sibilities, as well, to protect the environment.
America’s experience with environmental
protection really makes me optimistic about
our future. The modern environmental
movement was born in America, born right
here in our country. And we’ve made tre-
mendous progress since its birth.

Since 1970, we’ve reduced emissions of six
key air pollutants by 29 percent. That’s sig-
nificant progress, but more significant given
the fact that our economy grew by more than
160 percent. We’ve shown that you can grow
your economy so people can work and, at
the same time, be better stewards of the en-
vironment.

Some problems such as lead emissions
from automobiles have been virtually elimi-
nated—1970, that wouldn’t have been the
case. Kind of hard for some of us to remem-
ber back to 1970; some of you weren’t even
born. The Administrator and I, we were born
then—[laughter]—well, it might have been
a little bit before then. [Laughter] So we re-
member. Not only do we have a better econ-
omy, the world’s strongest economy, but we
have significantly cleaner and healthier air.
We’ve got better water. And our land is bet-
ter protected and better managed and more
accessible to more Americans.
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And we can do more, and we will do more.
We’re promoting the development of cleaner
fuels and new technologies. We’re sup-
porting conservation efforts in order to use
our resources more wisely. We work with
Congress to improve our laws so more
brownfields will be cleaned up and redevel-
oped and more communities can be revital-
ized. Our clean—our Clear Skies Initiative
would improve air quality by dramatically
cutting power emissions—emissions from
power plants. Our Global Climate Change
Initiative commits our Nation to significantly
reducing greenhouse gas intensity. And last
week, I sent to the Senate legislation nec-
essary to implement a global treaty to control
the worst environmental pollutants, in order
to reduce air, land, and water pollution
around the world. I’m confident the Senate
will act.

Stewardship is the calling of Government,
and it is the calling of every citizen. In my
Inaugural Address, I urged Americans to act
as citizens, not as spectators, in building com-
munities of service and a nation of character.
You each shown us the way by your own ex-
ample. I hope that in the years ahead you’ll
never lose the idealism we honor today. Your
communities need it, and your country needs
it.

And now, I’d like to welcome back Admin-
istrator Whitman to highlight this year’s win-
ners of the Presidential—of the President’s
Environmental Youth Awards. Congratula-
tions.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Secretary of State Colin Powell and
an Exchange With Reporters
April 18, 2002

Situation in the Middle East
The President. I’m pleased to welcome

the Secretary of State back to the Oval Of-
fice. Presidents and Secretaries of State have
sat here for a long time, trying to figure out
how to reduce violence and bring peace to
the Middle East. The Secretary went over
with a vision on how to do that.

We talked about the two states living at
peace with each other. He carried that mes-
sage of hope and peace, that our Nation is—
will work hard to achieve a peace. He also
carried the message that people must—must
be focused and must work hard to achieve
a peace. People in the region have got certain
responsibilities.

The short-term responsibilities are these:
The Palestinian Authority must act on its
condemnation of terror; the Israelis are with-
drawing from Jenin and Nabulus, and they
must continue their withdrawals; and neigh-
bors in the region must condemn terror, cut
off funding for terror, must make it clear that
people who suicide bomb are not martyrs,
that they kill or are murderers of innocent
people.

As well, the Secretary’s trip made it clear
that our Nation thinks beyond the shortterm,
that we’re serious when we talk about two
states living side by side and that we’re laying
the foundations for peace, the structures nec-
essary to get to peace. Progress is being made
toward our vision. In order for that vision
to be achieved, leaders must take responsi-
bility; leaders in the region must be respon-
sible citizens for a peaceful world.

The Secretary delivered that message loud
and clear, and I want to thank him for his
work.

Mr. Secretary.
Secretary Powell. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent. I did try to deliver that message loud
and clear that the United States does have
a vision, a vision that leads to two states living
in peace, side by side—the only solution to
this conflict. And I talked about what the
sides have to do with respect to restoring a
sense of security so the two peoples and—
have confidence in one another and begin
negotiations once again, essentially put down
security element to our strategy. We made
clear to the leaders in the region that we want
to move forward with negotiations as early
as possible, and we’re looking at different
ways to do that once security has been estab-
lished—link the negotiations closely to secu-
rity.

And the third part of our framework was
the humanitarian part. There would be a

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 08:18 Apr 23, 2002 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00033 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P16APT4.019 pfrm09 PsN: P16APT4



652 Apr. 18 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

great need for humanitarian relief, for recon-
struction efforts, and all that has to be part
of an integrated strategy.

And we can begin working quickly on that
integrated strategy if the Palestinian Author-
ity, if Chairman Arafat and those Palestinian
leaders not only denounce violence, but take
action to act against those who continue to
encourage violence and perform acts of ter-
rorism and violence. The terrorism, violence
has to stop. I made that message very clear.

I’m pleased that the Israeli Government
is now continuing withdrawal. I hope it will
be accelerated, and we will bring that to an
end as quickly as possible, because that is
one of the difficulties that we have now in
moving forward in the integrated strategy.

And Mr. President, we will be staying in
close touch with the situation, by phone and
with various members of the administration
who are already in the region, such as Am-
bassador Bill Burns, and with the assets of
the Department of State and other depart-
ments of Government to make sure that the
strategy is understood and shared with our
friends around the world who are ready to
execute it.

The President. Terry [Terry Moran, ABC
News].

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel/
Jenin

Q. Mr. President, you said progress has
been made toward our vision. Where? And
secondly, do you believe that Ariel Sharon
is a man of peace, and are you satisfied with
his and his Government’s assurances that
there was no massacre in Jenin?

The President. I do believe Ariel Sharon
is a man of peace. I think he wants—I’m con-
fident he wants Israel to be able to exist at
peace with its neighbor—with its neighbors.
I mean, he’s told that us here in the Oval
Office. He has embraced the notion of two
states living side by side.

And a progress is made, Terry, as a result
of the United States and the Secretary of
State going to the region and convincing the
parties that we’ll never get to peace if there’s
violence. And the situation prior to the Sec-
retary’s arrival was at a boiling point, and
thanks to his hard work, he has laid out not
only a vision of hope, which is important, but

has convinced others that these terrorist acts
will forever and constantly undermine the ca-
pacity for peace.

As he mentioned and I mentioned, there
have been withdrawals from the West Bank.
Mr. Arafat did condemn terror, and we will
hold him to account.

This is a part of the world where killing
had been going on for a long, long time. And
one trip by the Secretary of State is not going
to prevent that from happening, but one trip
by the Secretary of State laid out the frame-
work and the path to achieve peace. The
United States has an obligation to do just
that, and he did. And I have done that, and
we will continue to do that.

Q. And Jenin?
The President. I was told by the Prime

Minister last—a couple of days ago that they
were withdrawing from Jenin, and I believe
they will—oh, the—we’ll see what the evi-
dence says.

Future Involvement in the Middle East
Q. Mr. President, you said yesterday that

you plan to stay engaged in the Middle East.
What is the next step? Do you send Mr.
Tenet to the region? And specifically, do you
support an international peace conference?

The President. Well, let’s make sure ev-
erybody understands that we have been en-
gaged from the beginning of this administra-
tion. It’s a—the Mitchell plan came into
being as a result of the mission that President
Clinton called together. But as a—the Sec-
retary of State and myself and the adminis-
tration embraced the Mitchell plan. It is a
way to achieve peace. All parties signed on
to it. We worked to get them to sign on to
it.

The Tenet plan, as a result of this adminis-
tration sending George Tenet to the region
to lay out a security cooperation agreement—
and so when you—not reading into your
question, I just want to make it clear that
the history of this administration shows that
the Middle East is an incredibly important
part of our foreign policy.

I went to the United Nations, spoke clearly
about two nations living side by side. And
so not only have we been, as they say, en-
gaged—of course, we will be engaged. It is
essential that we continue to work to fight
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terror. There will never be peace in parts
of the world unless we’re willing to rout out
terror.

And as I said in my speech yesterday, that
this war against terror is a part of making
sure the world is not only safer but, eventu-
ally and as importantly, better. And as the
Secretary said, that there must be a humani-
tarian aspect to peace in the Middle East,
that people must have hope, that the hope
doesn’t come from killing; the hope comes
from an ability to realize what all of us want,
which is to raise our children in a peaceful
and secure environment, hope they get edu-
cated, and people can realize their entrepre-
neurial dreams.

And that is exactly where our vision is. And
that’s why we will be engaged not only there
but around the world where we fight terror.
This is the calling of our time, to fight terror.
And this Government will be strong in our
battle against terror.

Patsy [Patricia Wilson, Reuters].

Israeli Withdrawal From Palestinian
Territories

Q. Mr. President, does it trouble you that
Israel hasn’t withdrawn without delay, as you
requested? And does the demand still stand
for a full and immediate withdrawal?

The President. Well, Israel started with-
drawing quickly, after our call, from smaller
cities on the West Bank. History will show
that they responded. And as the Prime Min-
ister said, told me—he gave me a timetable,
and he’s met the timetable.

In Ramallah, there is an issue with the
‘‘Zeevi five’’ killers. They’re housed in the
basement where Colin visited with Mr.
Arafat, and we will work with the Israelis to
figure out a solution to the ‘‘Zeevi five.’’
These people are accused of killing a Cabinet
official of the Israeli Government. And I can
understand why the Prime Minister wants
them brought to justice. They should be
brought to justice if they killed this man in
cold blood.

And so I can—the situation in Ramallah
is based upon that particular part of the prob-
lem. In terms of the Church of the Nativity,
hopefully progress is being made. Once the
people are out of the Church of the Nativity,
Israel will leave—pull back out of Beth-

lehem. This is good progress. I’m convinced
that the Secretary of State’s trip helped
achieve this progress.

Listen, thank you all.
Q. Mr. President, can I ask one question

on the Middle East?
The President. You had your shot.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:54 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pal-
estinian Authority; and Israeli Tourism Minister
Rehavam Zeevi, who was killed October 7, 2002.
The Secretary of State referred to U.S. Ambas-
sador to Jordan and Amman William J. Burns. The
President also referred to the Tenet plan, the
Israeli-Palestinian cease-fire and security plan of
June 13, 2001, negotiated by Director of Central
Intelligence George J. Tenet; and the Mitchell re-
port, the Report of the Sharm el-Sheikh Fact-
Finding Committee, issued April 30, 2001. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Remarks on Reauthorization of
Welfare Reform Legislation
April 18, 2002

The President. Thank you very much,
Tommy. I want to thank you all for coming,
and welcome to the people’s house. Today
we’re here to talk about the inspiring com-
mitment and persistence of Americans who
left welfare for better lives. And we’re here
to talk about the compassion of American
companies which hired them. And we’re here
to talk about the next actions we must take
in welfare reform to encourage work and to
encourage families.

I want to thank Tommy for his leadership
at the Department of Health and Human
Services. I knew he was going to be a good
one, because I saw what he did as Governor
of Wisconsin, and he brought that very same
skills of leadership and vision to Washington.

And I want to thank another member of
my Cabinet who is here as well, Elaine Chao.
Thank you for coming, Elaine. She is the
head of the Department of Labor.

I want to thank Rodney Carroll, president
and CEO of the Welfare to Work Partner-
ship. I want to thank Rodney for his vision;
I want to thank Rodney for his successes.
I want to thank the dozens of welfare-to-work
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stories, the actual examples of people who
made the firm and solemn commitment to
work hard to embetter themselves. I want
to thank you for your example, and I want
to thank you for making America a better
place.

I want to thank all the company executives
who are here, those who have made the com-
mitment to serve their community by serving
a—by helping a neighbor help themselves.
My goal is to produce a bipartisan piece of
legislation that will continue the good re-
forms of the 1996 welfare law.

I’ve invited Members of the Senate and
the House here today. The House is working
up—working on making—is getting this bill
ready. They’re marking it up, as we call—
say it here in Washington. The Senate sent
fine of its three Members, Senators Breaux,
Santorum, and Bayh, and I want to thank
the three United States Senators for joining
us today. Glad you’re here. You can clap for
them. [Applause] Just remember that on the
next vote. [Laughter]

As Tommy said, welfare reform is one of
the great success stories. I used to say it was
conservative to change welfare; it was com-
passionate to help people help themselves.
Since the law passed in 1996, welfare case-
loads have dropped by more than half. And
today, 5.4 million fewer people live in pov-
erty, including 2.8 million fewer children
than in 1996. That’s success—that’s success.
No one can deny that that has not been a
successful piece of legislation.

But the real success is not found in num-
bers, not in—found in the number of case-
loads cut. That’s just a statistic. The real suc-
cess is found in the number of lives which
have been changed, and changed for the bet-
ter. Real success is shown in the stories of
hope and dignity, of hard work and personal
achievement.

On stage with me are four success stories,
Tiffany Smith and Christine Anthony, Emory
Bent and Bernadine Murphy. They are in-
spiring to me, and they will be inspiring to
Americans when they hear their stories, be-
cause they are people who know how to per-
severe against tough odds and dedicated
themselves to climbing that hill, to defeating
those odds. And I’m so grateful that they’re

here, and I want to talk about two of the
stories.

Emory Bent—he was unemployed, he was
homeless, and he was struggling with drugs.
The staff at Project Renewal in New York
provided Emory with counseling, support
groups, food and shelter, job training and
education. In other words, somebody de-
cided that Emory needed some help. In
Emory’s words, ‘‘Project Renewal helped me
be a man and stand on my own two feet and
be responsible for myself.’’ Once he was
hired by Home Depot, Emory said, ‘‘I felt
like I was a member of society.’’ Emory will
be completing his college degree this year.

What’s not said on this piece of paper and
what I’ve discovered since I met Emory in
the Blue Room, here in the White House,
is that even though the program helped, he
is more than willing to give praise to an Al-
mighty.

Audience members. Hallelujah. Amen.
The President. A faith-based initiative

helped as well. You see, when you help peo-
ple change their hearts, it can help them
change their lives. And sometimes we need
a power bigger than Government or the pri-
vate sector to help in our lives. And Emory
is a walking testimony of what can happen.

And then there’s Bernadine Murphy of
Chicago. She lived in a homeless shelter too.
In this case, she had three children with her.
It was just 3 years ago that she was in a home-
less shelter. She also struggled with drug
abuse, and her self-esteem was, as she put
it, ‘‘nonexistent.’’

Bernadine enrolled in a 13-week training
program, spent 11 weeks working part time
with a mentor, somebody who put an arm
around her. In her words, ‘‘The course made
me feel like I was working towards something
and helped me begin the long process of re-
building my self-esteem.’’ That’s what she
said. Thanks to the course, Bernadine moved
into her own apartment, not somebody else’s
but her own, and now works at the law firm
of Bellows & Bellows. Standing next to
Bernadine when I went through the line was
one of the partners at Bellows & Bellows.
I said, ‘‘Does she make a pretty good hand?’’
That’s Texan for, ‘‘Is she a good worker?’’
[Laughter] She said, ‘‘Really good—really
good.’’
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Those are just two of the four stories here
today, obviously emotional stories and true
stories. But they’re among the millions of sto-
ries that have taken place in America.
They’re a tribute to the personal effort of
those who leave welfare and to the organiza-
tions who’ve helped them, as well as the busi-
nesses that hired them.

I want to thank the Welfare to Work Part-
nership, which is a national campaign that
has rounded up and encouraged over 20,000
businesses to provide more than 1.1 million
jobs to former welfare recipients. You know,
up here in Washington, there’s a lot of talking
that goes on. What we like to find are those
who can actually deliver, and this program
has worked. It took a lot of talking, I’m sure,
to convince the businesses, the 20,000. But
the amazing thing, is the results are fantastic.

There is a responsibility in America if
you’re—if you’re running a business. You
have a responsibility to your employees; you
have a responsibility to tell the truth when
it comes to your assets and your liabilities—
[laughter]—and you have a responsibility to
be a good neighbor in your communities, in
your cities, in your States, and in our country.
You have a responsibility, as far as I’m con-
cerned, and part of that responsibility is to
give back. And one way you can give back
is to help hire people coming off welfare.

I urge people—I urge businesses to join
the Welfare to Work Partnership or any like
such partnership, so that they can meet and
realize the beauty of the stories that we just
heard today. It’s part of being a good Amer-
ican citizen to reach out to a neighbor in
need.

We’re encouraged by the results of the
welfare law, but we’re not content. There’s
more work to be done. We want many more
stories like those we’ve heard today. And so
we will continue a determined effort to bring
opportunity and hope to all Americans, op-
portunity and hope in parts of our country
where opportunity and hope does not exist.
And it’s important for Americans to under-
stand there are pockets of despair in our
country, and we cannot rest so long as there
are pockets of despair.

This year the 1996 welfare law must be
reauthorized by Congress. That means
they’ve got to pass something like it again.

I propose spending a lot of money on wel-
fare, to make sure that we can help people
help themselves, spending $17 billion a year
from 2003 to 2007, the same level it was last
year. But remember, the caseloads are going
down, so we can keep the money the same—
and the caseloads are going down. It’s a gen-
erous commitment to helping people help
themselves.

But we need to do more than just spend
money. Money can help, of course, but
money can’t put hope in people’s hearts. And
so I want to talk about four goals that I think
are important for the next bill.

First, we’ve got to strengthen the work re-
quirements for those on welfare. We’ve got
to aim high. We’ve got to expect the best.
Today, States, on average, must require work
of only 5 percent of adults getting welfare.
That’s not a very high standard. I propose
that every State be required, within 5 years,
to have 70 percent of the welfare recipients
working. We promote work because it is the
pathway to independence and the pathway
to self-respect.

I don’t think we would have seen the emo-
tion or heard the stories we heard today if
it weren’t for a desire to have people work.
Work is important. The welfare recipients
must spend at least 40 hours a week in work
and in preparing for work. And that’s impor-
tant. Because many adults on welfare need
new skills, this plan will allow States to com-
bine work with up to 2 days each week of
education and job training. In other words,
we recognize some can’t immediately get into
the workplace. I know that. But part of the
work requirement has got to be people help-
ing themselves through education and job
training.

People need—some people need inten-
sive, short-term help, and I know that as well.
And so our proposal offers 3 months in full-
time drug rehabilitation or job training. Ado-
lescent mothers can meet their work require-
ments by attending high school.

But at the heart of all these proposals is
that—a simple commitment to return an
ethic of work as an important part of the
American life.

Secondly, we must encourage to work—
we must work to encourage strong marriages
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and homes. Strong marriages and stable fam-
ilies are good for children, and stable families
should be a central aim of welfare policy. We
should not be afraid to promote families in
America.

Building and preserving families is not al-
ways possible; I know that. I understand that,
but it should always be a goal. Under my
plan, up to $300 million will be available to
States to support good private or public pro-
grams that counsel couples on building a
healthy marriage. It recognizes that if there’s
a focus on marriage, that some marriages can
be saved.

I also believe it’s very important to make
sure that we do everything we can to prevent
unwanted pregnancies. And one way that
works every time is abstinence. It’s fail-safe.
[Laughter] And it makes sense for the Fed-
eral Government to aim for an ideal. So in
my budget, I’ve got $135 million for absti-
nence education programs. And not only will
abstinence work when it comes to unwanted
pregnancy, it will work to fight sexually trans-
mitted diseases.

Thirdly, we must give States greater flexi-
bility in spending welfare money. Today,
confusing and conflicting regulations are
keeping people from getting help. The intent
is there, but sometimes the regulatory world
stands in between those who need help and
the ability to get help. And Tommy and I
are committed to doing everything we can
to eliminate the bureaucratic hoops that peo-
ple have to dive through.

And so the proposal I’ve submitted that
will be in law will provide waivers to allow
States to redesign how the Federal programs
operate in their States. Rather than dictate
to States how each major welfare and training
program should operate, waivers would allow
States to be more innovative in providing
care to low-income families. Let me put it
to you this way. They do things a little dif-
ferently in Louisiana, where Senator Breaux
is from. And they do things differently than
Pennsylvania or Indiana. And it makes sense
to trust the local folks to help design the pro-
grams necessary to meet the local needs, and
that’s what we’re doing.

And finally, even as welfare proceeds, it
is incredibly important that we encourage the
work of charitable and faith-based groups to

help people in need. America’s neighbor-
hood healers, the social entrepreneurs of our
country, fill needs that no welfare system can
possibly fill. And the Government ought to
be the ally of the faith-based and charitable
programs.

We ought not to worry about faith in our
society. We ought to welcome it. We ought
to welcome it into our programs. We ought
to welcome it in the welfare system. We
ought to recognize the healing power of faith
in our society. We ought to say to churches
and synagogues and mosques, love—if you
want to love your neighbor like you’d like
to be loved yourself, start a program to help
the homeless, to feed people.

I support legislation—Rick Santorum is
the sponsor in the Senate, along with Joe
Lieberman—that encourages charitable giv-
ing by allowing non-itemizers to deduct char-
itable gifts, so that we can get more money
in the hands of people who are trying to help
people in need. We ought not to allow the
Federal Government to discriminate, when
it comes to the distribution of Federal
money, against faith-based grassroots pro-
grams. Faith-based initiatives is an integral
part of the next step of welfare reform, and
I encourage the Congress—the Senate—to
get this bill moving. And if there’s any dif-
ferences with the House, get it reconciled
and get it on my desk. And the same on wel-
fare reauthorization.

I want to thank the Senators for being
here. I want to thank the House Members
for working on it. We need to get this done.
It’s for the good of the American people.

You know, this is a fabulous country we
have. I don’t know what the enemy was
thinking when they hit us. They must have
thought all we were going to do was file a
lawsuit or something. [Laughter]

But we’re not only going to fight evil—
we’re not only going to fight evil with a fo-
cused effort to defeat terrorism, but we’re
going to fight evil by doing some good in
our country. It’s the millions of acts of kind-
ness and compassion which take place every
single day which really define the America
that we all know. It’s those business folks,
people in the business community, in the pri-
vate sector, who said, ‘‘What can I do to help?
How can I help somebody?’’ And when they
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end up helping somebody who’s been on wel-
fare, they realize they’re more help than the
person they’re trying to help.

And that’s what this is all about. I want
to thank you all again. I want to thank those
who have had the courage to stand up and
seek self-esteem and independence. I want
to thank the—those who have been mentors
and provided love in the darkest days of peo-
ple who wondered whether there was any
hope in our society. And I want to thank cor-
porate America, those who have sat up and
said, ‘‘I’m going to be a good citizen. Not
only am I going to provide for my share-
holders and my employees, I’m going to pro-
vide for people who need a helping hand.’’

It’s such an honor to be here today. Again,
I want to thank the four good souls who have
agreed to stand up here. Thank you for your
example. May God bless you all, and may
God continue to bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:22 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Public Law 104–193, the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconcili-
ation Act of 1996.

Statement on the Death of
Canadian Troops in Afghanistan
April 18, 2002

All Americans are deeply saddened by the
deaths yesterday of four brave Canadian mili-
tary personnel in Afghanistan and by the in-
juries sustained by eight others. I imme-
diately expressed to Prime Minister Chretien
my deepest sorrow and sympathy at this trag-
ic accident. Canada’s fallen heroes and their
families are in our hearts and prayers.

Canada is a vital member of a mighty coali-
tion against terrorism and hatred. It is shoul-
dering great burdens and making tremen-
dous sacrifices to make the world a safer
place for all people. It is doing so in defense
of the values that define the Canadian nation
and that unite our two peoples.

As I told the Prime Minister, we will work
together with Canada in a thorough and
timely investigation to determine exactly how
yesterday’s tragedy in Afghanistan occurred.
We will draw every possible lesson from what

happened and do everything we can to pro-
tect coalition forces engaged in this vitally
important mission.

Statement on House of
Representative Action on
Tax Relief Legislation

April 18, 2002

I commend the House for its bipartisan
passage of legislation to make permanent last
year’s tax relief. Tax relief is right for Amer-
ica, and it has been right for our economy.
Taxpayers need to know they can count on
continued lower tax rates as they plan and
invest for the future. I urge the Senate to
act on this measure because failure to do so
would penalize every American who pays
Federal income taxes.

Statement on Senate Action on
Legislation To Strengthen Border
Security and Urging Action on
Immigration Legislation

April 18, 2002

Improving our Nation’s border security is
vital to protecting Americans from future ter-
rorist attacks. I commend the Senate for
passing legislation that strengthens border
security and gives our law enforcement offi-
cials additional tools to secure our homeland.
I look forward to Congress sending me this
important legislation as soon as possible so
that I can sign it into law.

I also continue to urge Congress to act to
strengthen families and make America more
welcoming. Congress should pass a tem-
porary extension under 245(i) so that immi-
grants eligible to become legal residents will
not be forced to leave the country and their
families to have their immigration status re-
solved.

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased this statement in Spanish.
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Proclamation 7543—National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week, 2002
April 18, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Thirty years ago, advocates from some of

the most crime-ridden neighborhoods of St.
Louis, San Francisco, and Washington, D.C.,
founded the Nation’s first assistance pro-
grams for crime victims. These centers were
established in communities where violence
was common, and they were clear about their
mission: to bring help, hope, and healing to
those who had suffered the effects of crime.
The creation of these victim-assistance pro-
grams launched a movement that brought
domestic violence shelters, homicide victim
support groups, and rape crisis centers to
help victims in cities and towns throughout
the United States.

The crime victims’ rights movement also
brought changes in the way the criminal jus-
tice system treats and interacts with crime
victims. In many cases, crime victims began
to be treated with greater respect and to play
an important role in criminal justice pro-
ceedings.

In 1982, President Ronald Reagan assem-
bled a task force of nine national leaders to
travel the country and listen to service pro-
viders, criminal justice professionals, and vic-
tims. The Task Force’s Final Report listed
68 recommendations for meeting victims’
needs, including the need for a Federal con-
stitutional amendment. The momentum gen-
erated by this report helped spur passage of
the Victims of Crime Act of 1984, which now
supports thousands of assistance programs
throughout the Nation. The Victim and Wit-
ness Protection Act of 1982 and other laws
have given victims of Federal crimes many
important rights.

All 50 States have now passed victims’
rights laws, and more than half the States
have amended their constitutions to guar-
antee rights for crime victims. However,
more remains to be done to secure victims’
rights. I support a Federal Constitutional
Amendment to protect the rights of victims
of violent crime.

Our Nation has come to realize the tragic
toll that crime takes, and we have developed
the resources to ease crime’s physical, emo-
tional, and financial impact. This support net-
work, which was already in place on Sep-
tember 11, made us better prepared to deal
with the unspeakable pain and tragedy in-
flicted by the terrorist attacks. Along with the
many firefighters, law enforcement officers,
paramedics, and rescue workers who re-
sponded in New York, Washington, D.C.,
and Pennsylvania, hundreds of counselors,
chaplains, social workers, volunteers, and vic-
tim service providers came together for the
common purpose of helping the victims, the
families, and our Nation.

My Administration has made the fight
against crime a top priority. But when a
crime does occur, I am dedicated to pro-
viding assistance and comfort to victims and
to ensuring that the rights of victims are pro-
tected. At the time of their great trauma,
crime victims deserve nothing less than our
complete support.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 21 through
April 27, 2002, as National Crime Victims’
Rights Week. I encourage every community
to embrace the cause of victims’ rights and
services and to advance them in all sectors
of our society.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 22, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 23.

Remarks at the National Fire and
Emergency Services Dinner
April 18, 2002

The President. Thank you all. Please be
seated. Thank you all very much. Thank you
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for that warm welcome. I’m honored to be
your President, and I’m honored to be a
proud backer of the Crawford Texas Volun-
teer Fire Department. [Laughter]

Anybody here from——
Audience members. We love you,

George! [Laughter]
The President. I was hoping somebody

would be here from the Crawford Volunteer
Fire Department. [Laughter] It’s a long drive
from Crawford, but thanks for coming.
[Laughter]

This evening we pay a fitting tribute to
our Nation’s first-responders, the men and
women who answer America’s alarms. Yours
is one of the highest callings in our country
and one of the hardest. Your neighborhoods
depend on you and so does your country.
And you’ve never let us down.

It’s good to be here with Hal Bruno. This
man was one of the finest names in TV jour-
nalism. You know him as a champion of fallen
firefighters and a champion of their families.
And as a lifelong volunteer, Hal, you have
the respect of the people in this room, and
we thank you for your service.

And America has come to know my friend,
a steady and strong man, the man I picked
to be the FEMA Director, Joe Allbaugh. I’m
proud of—[applause]—there’s something re-
assuring about old Joe. [Laughter] It might
be his haircut. [Laughter] But I know him
well and trust him because he’s got a big
heart. And as Hal just told me, I’m proud
of the fact that he’s welcomed into any fire-
house in America.

And I give my thanks to a former volunteer
fire chief, an eloquent former volunteer fire
chief, the man who founded the Congres-
sional Fire Services Caucus, my friend Con-
gressman Curt Weldon. I want to thank
Chief Dave Paulison for his willingness to
serve our country.

I want to thank the Congressmen who are
here, Steny Hoyer as well as Rob Andrews.
I understand that Senator Biden and Senator
Sarbanes are to be here. They might be try-
ing to pass some legislation right now—I
hope. [Laughter] I’ve got a few suggestions
in mind if they—[laughter]—if they’re inter-
ested. But I want to thank the Members of
the Congress who are here. Thank you for

taking time out of your evenings to be here
and support this really important evening.

I want to thank Chief Nigro, Chief
Plaugher, and Chief Shaffer for their leader-
ship and for leading the Pledge of Allegiance.
And I want to thank you all for being such
fine Americans.

This annual event recognizes more than
a million Americans who accept the difficult
and dangerous work of fighting fires. At this
hour, across our country, career and volun-
teer firefighters are waiting for the next call
and prepared for anything that might come.
Every one of them knows the risk that may
be only minutes away, and every firefighter
has made a decision. It has been said that
a firefighter’s first act of bravery is taking an
oath to become a firefighter.

We often read about surveys that ask
Americans whom they trust and respect the
most. In addition to their own family, one
of the groups the young people of America
most often name is the firefighters of our
country—and rightly so. You defend us
against humanity’s oldest enemy.

In many ways, modern societies have
gained control over fire. We have invented
new methods of detecting fires and new
practices to prevent them. Yet, we know
there will always be fires, and someone will
have to face the flames. America will always
need the kind of people who do that work.
There is no substitute for the raw courage
of the firefighter.

On September the 11th, the world saw
once again the true meaning of heroism.
Thousands of lives were saved from certain
death by the courage of rescuers. Thousands
were killed in the attack on our country, but
not one of the victims was abandoned. Un-
doubtedly, for many who died that terrible
day, the last voice they heard was the voice
of a rescuer.

A woman who lost her daughter at the
World Trade Center has written this: ‘‘We
do not know what Ann’s final time on Earth
was like. But one thing we do know; if she
were conscious of being in a fire, she would
have known that somewhere firemen were
looking for her, and if it were humanly pos-
sible, they would save her or give their lives
trying. She learned that as a fireman’s daugh-
ter.’’
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Another fireman’s daughter is here this
evening, along with her three brothers and
their mom, Rosalie. They are the family of
Chief Ray Downey, who will always be re-
membered as one of the heroes of Sep-
tember the 11th. Those who knew him would
tell him—tell you he was the bravest of the
brave, a fireman’s fireman. And today I
proudly sign legislation designating a post of-
fice in Deer Park, New York, as the Raymond
M. Downey Post Office Building.

It is our job to make sure that our country
does not forget the sacrifices of that day and
the valor of those who made them. We will
remember all the innocent people who were
murdered and the terrorist leaders who sent
the murderers. And we’ll remember our mis-
sion, to run down the terrorists one by one
and bring them to justice.

I can’t imagine what went through their
minds when they were plotting this horrible
evil. You know, they must have thought
America was so materialistic, so self-cen-
tered, so self-absorbed, so weak that all we
were going to do was file a lawsuit. [Laugh-
ter] They found out we think a little different
here in America.

These people are nothing but cold-blood-
ed killers. And that’s exactly how we’re going
to treat them. There is no cave—[ap-
plause]—there’s not a calendar on my desk
that says, you know, you got to quit by this
date. I’m patient; so is the American people.
We’re united. You see, when it comes to de-
fending that which we hold dear, we’re plen-
ty tough, and we hold our freedoms dear.

This is a different kind of war than we’re
used to in America. The days after Sep-
tember the 11th, I told the American people,
and I’m telling them every chance I get, that
this will be a war that will be fought on many
fronts. Sometimes we’ll use our military;
sometimes we’ll cut off their money; some-
times we’ll conduct operations that no one
will see, except the enemy when we grab
them.

I want you to know we’re making good
progress. But it’s going to take a long time.
It’s going to take a lot longer than some of
the calendar watchers would like. But that’s
okay, because we’ve got the resolve. Much
to the chagrin of the enemy, this Nation has
the resolve and the desire and the will to

do what it takes to defend our freedoms and
to make sure our children and our grand-
children can grow up in a free and peaceful
world.

I sent up—I sent up a budget to Congress
that reflects the nature of the war we’re in.
It’s a big increase, no question about it. It’s
a $48-billion increase for our Armed Forces.
It’s the largest increase in defense spending
since Ronald Reagan. And it’s necessary.
Here’s my attitude: If we put our soldiers
in harm’s way, they deserve the best equip-
ment; they deserve the best training; they de-
serve the best support possible from the
United States of America.

I’ve also made homeland security a priority
in the budget, with $3.5 billion in proposed
spending for our country’s first-responders.
We must prepare our country for whatever
emergency may come and commit new re-
sources to train and equipment our fire-
fighters, our police, and EMS crews all
around the country.

You know, people oftentimes ask me what
can they do to help fight in the war against
terror. Firefighters answer that call every
day. But there are other ways to fight in the
war against terror as well. If you want to fight
evil, do some good. If you want to join the
war against terror, love your neighbor just
like you’d like to be loved yourself.

That’s why I’m calling on people to join
the USA Freedom Corps, and one of the ini-
tiatives is to help our firefighters and police
and EMS teams—have volunteers support
you all, have elderly help out in Neighbor-
hood Watch. I mean, there are ways citizens
can join in this war against terror.

And there are other ways as well. If you
mentor a child, you’re doing some good. If
you say to a shut-in, ‘‘What can I do to help
you out,’’ you’re doing some good. If you go
to your church or synagogue or mosque and
help people feed the hungry, you’re doing
some good. And it’s the millions of acts of
kindness and compassion which stand
squarely in the face of evil.

I am so proud—I am so proud of the way
America has responded. You know, I think
we’re beginning to defeat the old culture
which said, ‘‘If it feels good, just go ahead
and do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem,
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blame somebody else.’’ You’ve lived the cul-
ture of personal responsibility, of being re-
sponsible for something greater than your-
self. That’s what the firefighter does. And
making the sacrifice and risking your life,
you’re a part of a movement, of a culture
that says, ‘‘It’s important to serve something
greater.’’

That was best seen in Flight 93. It’s one
of the moments that I’ll never forget—when
brave men and women on a flight were told
via telephone on the plane that America was
under attack and they, themselves, had be-
come a weapon. They said to their loved
ones—they told their loved ones they loved
them; they said a prayer; one guy said, ‘‘Let’s
roll;’’ and they drove an airplane in the
ground, to serve something greater than
themselves in life.

Out of this evil will come incredible good
in America. Out of the evil done to our coun-
try will come more peace in the world, a cul-
ture of personal responsibility, a willingness
to serve something greater than ourselves in
life. The enemy thought they hit a weak Na-
tion, but instead, they hit the greatest Nation
on the face of the Earth. And it is my honor
to be the President of the greatest Nation.

Thank you all. May God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:08 p.m. in the
International Ballroom at the Washington Hilton
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Hal Bruno,
chairman, National Fallen Firefighters Founda-
tion; R. David Paulison, U.S. Fire Administrator,
Federal Emergency Management Agency; Daniel
A. Nigro, chief, Fire Department of New York
City; Ed Plaugher, chief, Arlington County Fire
Department, Arlington, VA; and Terry Shaffer,
chief, Shanksville Volunteer Fire Department,
Shanksville, PA.

Memorandum on Foreign Assistance
to Armenia, Azerbaijan, and
Tajikistan
April 18, 2002

Presidential Determination No. 2002–15

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Eligibility of Armenia, Azerbaijan,
and Tajikistan to Receive Defense Articles
and Services under the Foreign Assistance
Act and the Arms Export Control Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 503(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961, as amended, and section 3(a)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, I hereby find
that the furnishing of defense articles and
services to the Governments of Armenia,
Azerbaijan, and Tajikistan will strengthen the
security of the United States and promote
world peace.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
report this determination to the Congress
and to arrange for its publication in the Fed-
eral Register.

George W. Bush

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 19.

Memorandum on Emergency
Military Assistance to the
Government of Nigeria
April 18, 2002

Presidential Determination No. 2002–16

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense

Subject: Determination to Authorize the
Furnishing of Emergency Military Assistance
to the Government of Nigeria

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 506(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C.
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2318(a)(1) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine
that:

(1) an unforeseen emergency exists that
requires immediate military assist-
ance to the Government of Nigeria;
and

(2) the emergency requirement cannot
be met under the authority of the
Arms Export Control Act or any other
law except section 506(a) of the Act.

I therefore direct the drawdown of de-
fense articles and defense services from the
Department of Defense, and military edu-
cation and training, of an aggregate value not
to exceed $4 million, to provide assistance
to the Government of Nigeria.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress and to arrange for its publication
in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 19.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters in Beltsville, Maryland
April 19, 2002

Death of Canadian Troops in Afghanistan
The President. I want to say publicly what

I told Jean Chretien the other day, that how
sorry I am that Canadian soldiers lost their
lives in Afghanistan. It was a terrible acci-
dent, and parents and loved ones of the sol-
diers have my most heartfelt sympathy. And
I wish we could bring them back, but we
can’t.

I appreciate so very much our sacrifices
that the Canadians are making in the war
against terror. And again, sorry this accident
took place.

Q. Sir, should there have been better com-
munication between the——

The President. We’ll find out. We’ll find
out what took place. It’s just a terrible acci-
dent.

Situation in the Middle East
Q. Some international groups criticized

conditions in some of the camps in Palestine
as horrific.

The President. Well, we’ll find—again, I
think there’s a—I share a deep concern
about the humanitarian plight of people who
live in that region. Obviously, I worry about
families whose lives have been affected by
the terror. I think it’s very important for all
of us as we—work toward a vision of peace
to understand that we must provide hope
where there is no hope, provide an oppor-
tunity where there seems to be no oppor-
tunity; that the best way for a lasting peace
is for countries in the regions to uphold their
responsibilities and remember that a peace-
ful situation requires there to be an oppor-
tunity for the Palestinians, peace for the
Israelis. I am concerned about the living con-
ditions of people throughout the region, and
all governments have responsibilities for
those living conditions.

I worry about high unemployment rate in
countries in the region. And I worry about
the fact that some young feel like they have
no hope, and we need to work together to
provide hope. Part of a lasting peace is for
there to be hope in the region.

Energy Legislation
Q. Mr. President, will you sign an energy

bill without ANWR?
The President. There is a energy bill with

ANWR passed by the House, an energy bill
without ANWR passed by the Senate—soon
to be energy bill without ANWR passed by
the Senate. And we’ll see what happens. I
do think it is very important for the American
people to understand we need more supply
to offset the national security risk of import-
ing oil from parts of the world that do not
like America. And I am confident we can find
more supply in an environmentally friendly
way.

President’s Visit to James J. Rowley
Training Center

Q. Tell us about your visit this morning.
We understand you got behind the wheel.

The President. I did get behind the
wheel.

Q. How did it go?
The President. Have you ever done a J-

turn before?
Q. No, sir.
The President. I have. [Laughter]
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Q. [Inaudible]
The President. Yes, it is. At least, this is

the first time I’ll ever admit to doing a J-
turn.

Q. Did you pull it off?
The President. Let me just say this: The

Secret Service has got some of the best in-
structors in the world, and they took a fellow
who hadn’t been driving much and taught
me the J-turn. It was a pretty exciting feeling.

Q. Looking forward to doing it in the pick-
up, sir?

The President. There will be no J-turns
in Crawford. [Laughter]

Situation in the Middle East
Q. There are critics who say that you’re

easing up on Israel and that your
comments——

The President. I think what people need
to do is to read my speech in the Rose Gar-
den, where I laid out a vision for peace and
called upon all parties to uphold their re-
sponsibilities. In order for there to be peace,
leaders must lead, and people must be re-
sponsible. There is joint and shared responsi-
bility for peace. Israelis have got responsi-
bility; the Palestinian Authority has got re-
sponsibility; and the nations in the region
have got responsibility. And if there is a sin-
cere desire for peace—which I hope there
is, and I certainly have—then my job is to
continue to lay out that vision and to call
upon people to achieve—to do that which
is necessary to achieve the peace.

Listen, thank you all. I hope you have a
great weekend.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:08 p.m. at the
James J. Rowley Training Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Prime Minister Jean Chretien of
Canada; and ANWR, the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-

nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

April 14
In the afternoon, the President returned

from Camp David, MD, to Washington, DC.

April 15
In the morning, the President met with

the National Security Council. He also met
with Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Cedar Rapids, IA. Upon his arrival at the air-
port, he met with senior volunteer Maxine
Phipps. Later in the afternoon, he had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon of Israel concerning the situa-
tion in the Middle East.

In the evening, he returned to Wash-
ington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate the following individuals to be
members of the Board of Regents of the Uni-
formed Services University of the Health
Sciences: L.D. Britt, William C. De La Pena,
Vinicio E. Madrigal, and Linda J. Stierle.

April 16
In the morning, the President had CIA and

FBI briefings. In the afternoon, he met with
President Tarja Halonen of Finland in the
Oval Office.

The White House announced that the
President will meet with Crown Prince
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia at the Bush Ranch
in Crawford, TX, on April 25.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Prime Minister
Mahathir bin Mohamad of Malaysia to Wash-
ington on May 14.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the Board of Directors of the Federal
Home Mortgage Corporation: Cesar Benito
Cabrera (real estate representative),
Michelle Engler (community interests rep-
resentative), David James Gribbin III (public
representative), William Dodd Powers
(mortgage lending representative), and Cath-
erine Lynne Stepp (homebuilding represent-
ative).

The President announced his intention to
appoint Bruce Growick, James R. Haring,
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and Janice Tuck as members of the Architec-
tural and Transportation Barriers Compli-
ance Board.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the Board of Directors of the Federal Na-
tional Mortgage Association: Victor Hender-
son Ashe (community interests representa-
tive), Molly Hering Bordonaro (real estate
representative), William Robert Harvey
(mortgage lending representative), Manuel J.
Justiz (public representative), and Taylor C.
Segue III (homebuilding representative).

The President announced his intention to
appoint Robert J. Cottrol, Timothy M. Hagle,
and Allison H. Eid as members of the Perma-
nent Committee for the Oliver Wendell
Holmes Devise.

The President announced his intention to
appoint William Grayson as a member of the
President’s Commission on White House
Fellows.

April 17
In the morning, the President traveled to

Lexington, VA, and later returned to Wash-
ington, DC.

In the afternoon, he met with Prime Min-
ister Rafiq Hariri of Lebanon concerning the
situation in the Middle East.

In the evening, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Jean
Chretien of Canada to express his condo-
lences over the friendly fire incident earlier
in the day near Kandahar, Afghanistan,
where four Canadian soldiers were killed by
a bomb from a U.S. fighter jet.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Mark W. Everson to be Deputy
Director for Management of the Office of
Management and Budget.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Rebecca Lent as U.S. Commissioner
of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Com-
mission.

April 18
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with King Abdullah II of
Jordan to discuss peace efforts in the Middle
East. He then had intelligence and FBI
briefings. Later, he received notice that, in
an apparent accident earlier in the morning,

a small plane had crashed into a high-rise
building in Milan, Italy.

In the afternoon, he had lunch with Vice
President Dick Cheney.

April 19
In the morning, the President traveled to

Beltsville, MD. In the afternoon, he traveled
to Camp David, MD.

The White House announced that the
President will host the U.S.-European Union
Summit in Washington, DC, on May 2.

The White House announced that the
President and Mrs. Bush will welcome Presi-
dent Jose Maria Aznar of Spain and Mrs.
Aznar to Camp David on May 3–4.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted April 15

Marcos D. Jimenez,
of Florida, to be U.S. Attorney for the South-
ern District of Florida for the term of 4 years,
vice Thomas E. Scott, resigned.

Submitted April 16

L. D. Britt,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Board
of Regents of the Uniformed Services Uni-
versity of the Health Sciences for the remain-
der of the term expiring May 1, 2005, vice
John F. Potter.

William C. De La Pena,
of California, to be a member of the Board
of Regents of the Uniformed Services Uni-
versity of the Health Sciences for a term ex-
piring June 20, 2007, vice Robert E. Ander-
son, term expired.
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Vinicio E. Madrigal,
of Louisiana, to be a member of the Board
of Regents of the Uniformed Services Uni-
versity of the Health Sciences for a term ex-
piring June 20, 2003, vice Carol Johnson
Johns.

Linda J. Stierle,
of Maryland, to be a member of the Board
of Regents of the Uniformed Services Uni-
versity of the Health Sciences for a term ex-
piring May 1, 2007, vice Shirley Ledbetter
Jones.

Randy Paul Ely,
of Texas, to be U.S. Marshal for the Northern
District of Texas for the term of 4 years, vice
D. W. Bransom, Jr., term expired.

Thomas M. Fitzgerald,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. Marshal for the
Western District of Pennsylvania for the
term of 4 years, vice Frank Policaro, Jr., term
expired.

Walter Lukken,
of Indiana, to be a Commissioner of the
Commodity Futures Trading Commission for
a term expiring April 13, 2005, vice David
D. Spears, term expired.

James E. McMahon,
of South Dakota, to be U.S. Attorney for the
District of South Dakota for the term of 4
years, vice Karen Elizabeth Schreier, re-
signed.

Stephen Robert Monier,
of New Hampshire, to be U.S. Marshal for
the District of New Hampshire for the term
of 4 years, vice Raymond Gerard Gagnon,
term expired.

Ruben Monzon,
of Texas, to be U.S. Marshal for the Southern
District of Texas for the term of 4 years, vice
Hiran Arthur Contreras, term expired.

Gary Edward Shovlin,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. Marshal for the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania for the term
of 4 years, vice Alan D. Lewis.

David William Thomas,
of Delaware, to be U.S. Marshal for the Dis-
trict of Delaware for the term of 4 years,

vice Timothy Patrick Mullaney, Sr., term ex-
pired.

Jose Gerardo Troncoso,
of Nevada, to be U.S. Marshal for the District
of Nevada for the term of 4 years (reappoint-
ment).

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released April 14

Statement by the Press Secretary on the situ-
ation in Venezuela

Released April 15

Transcripts of press gaggles by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Announcement: Governor Tom Ridge Will
Join Treasury Secretary Paul H. O’Neill and
Customs Commissioner Robert Bonner To
Launch the Customs-Trade Partnership
Against Terrorism

Fact sheet: President Bush Calls on Congress
To Make Tax Relief Permanent

Announcement of nominations of U.S. Mar-
shals for the Southern District of Texas, the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania, the West-
ern District of Pennsylvania, the District of
Delaware, the District of New Hampshire,
and the District of Nevada

Released April 16

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by
Prime Minister Mahathir of Malaysia

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
President’s upcoming meeting with Crown
Prince Abdullah of Saudi Arabia in Crawford,
TX
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Fact sheet: President Calls for Crime Vic-
tims’ Rights Amendment

Announcement of nominations of U.S. Mar-
shal for the Northern District of Texas and
U.S. Attorney for the District of South Da-
kota

Released April 18

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Sen-
ate vote not to allow drilling in the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge

Announcement of nomination of U.S. Mar-
shal for the Western District of Virginia

Announcement: The White House An-
nounces National Finalists for 2002–2003
White House Fellowships

Released April 19

Statement by the Press Secretary on the May
2 U.S.-EU Summit in Washington, DC

Statement by the Press Secretary: Spanish
President To Visit Washington

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved April 18

H.R. 1432 / Public Law 107–160
To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 3698 Inner Perim-
eter Road in Valdosta, Georgia, as the ‘‘Major
Lyn McIntosh Post Office Building’’

H.R. 1748 / Public Law 107–161
To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 805 Glen Burnie
Road in Richmond, Virginia, as the ‘‘Tom
Bliley Post Office Building’’

H.R. 1749 / Public Law 107–162
To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 685 Turnberry Road
in Newport News, Virginia, as the ‘‘Herbert
H. Bateman Post Office Building’’

H.R. 2577 / Public Law 107–163
To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 310 South State
Street in St. Ignace, Michigan, as the ‘‘Bob
Davis Post Office Building’’

H.R. 2876 / Public Law 107–164
To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located in Harlem, Montana,
as the ‘‘Francis Bardanouve United States
Post Office Building’’

H.R. 2910 / Public Law 107–165
To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 3131 South Crater
Road in Petersburg, Virginia, as the ‘‘Norman
Sisisky Post Office Building’’

H.R. 3072 / Public Law 107–166
To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 125 Main Street in
Forest City, North Carolina, as the ‘‘Vernon
Tarlton Post Office Building’’

H.R. 3379 / Public Law 107–167
To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 375 Carlls Path in
Deer Park, New York, as the ‘‘Raymond M.
Downey Post Office Building’’
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